
 

Expert Group Meeting on Poverty Measurement 
Beirut, 28-29 April 2009 

 
 

Information Note 
 

 Despite International and regional efforts, poverty still remains a global 
problem. Poor people often lack adequate food and shelter, education and 
health, deprivations that keep them from leading the kind of life that everyone 
values. They also face extreme vulnerability to ill health, economic dislocation, 
and natural disasters. 
 Good quality of poverty statistics are needed to meet the demands of 
the political system and to satisfy the information needs of planners and policy 
makers. In addition to that, poverty statistics are crucial for the formulation 
and implementation of adequate poverty alleviation programs. 

ESCWA member countries are facing difficulties in collecting data and 
calculating poverty prevalence rates that accurately reflect the state of poverty 
in the region. Knowledge on concepts and definitions on compilation of 
poverty statistics in accordance with international standards need to be 
upgraded in the ESCWA member countries. 

In the context of improving poverty measurement in the ESCWA 
Region, ESCWA Statistics Division is organizing an Expert Group Meeting on 
Poverty Measurement at the UN-House in Beirut during the period 28 - 29 
April 2009. 

  
 

A. Main Objective 
To present and discuss two studies prepared by consultants: 
  a) Challenges in measuring poverty in the ESCWA Region 
  b) Integrated Household Survey – IHS 
  c) Experts’ paper on concepts and measurement of poverty 
   
 

B. Participants 
 International and regional experts working on poverty measurement 
 
 

C. Documents 
a) Challenges in measuring poverty in the ESCWA Region 
b) Integrated Household Survey - IHS 
c) Experts’ paper  
 

 
D. Language 

 The language of the workshop will be in Arabic and English.   Simultaneous 
interpretation to both languages will be made available. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
E- Venue and time of the workshop 

The workshop will be held during the period 28/4/2009 – 29/4/2009, at ESCWA 
UN-House in Beirut - Lebanon. 
 
 

F. Administrative arrangements 
1- Participants at ESCWA expenses are required: 
  - to send a copy of their passports to this following e-mail address: 
baltagin@un.org,  
  - to make their own arrangements for a visa to Lebanon (if needed; 
experts having a European nationality will get the visa at the airport) 
 
2- A list of hotels, in Beirut, will be sent to the participants to make their own 
reservation 
 
  

G. For further information, contact: 
 
Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil 
Team Leader   
Statistics Division 
UN-ESCWA  
Fax : + 961 1 981 510   
 Email: abdelfadil@un.org 
  
Ms. Zeina Sinno 
Statistics Assistant  
Statistics Division 
UN-ESCWA  
Fax : + 961 1 981 510  
 Email: sinnoz@un.org 
 
Ms. Nadine Baltagi Noureddin 
Statistics Division 
UN-ESCWA  
Fax : + 961 1 981 510  
 Email: baltagin@un.org 
 
 

 


