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Introduction

Following the adoption of the System of National Accounts 2008 (SNA 2008) as the international standard for the
compilation and dissemination of national accounts statistics, the UNSC in Feb 2010 supported the implementation
strategy anchored on the principles of Strategic planning; coordination, monitoring and reporting and improving
statistical system, and therefore encouraged countries to develop their own programs of implementation.

The implementation programme for SNA 2008 and supporting statistics represents a global statistical initiative, and
the regional committees should take their role in encouraging the member countries in building their National
Strategy since those strategies should act as a road map for the countries where the goals, work plans and guidelines
are coherent and specific in order to a achieve the systematic movements towards SNA 2008.

Palestine is one of the ESCWA members, and has a good experience in the region in the field of National Accounts;
in addition to that, efforts had been done in building the first blocks towards the implementation of SNA 2008.
Those efforts were supported by ESCWA, since Palestine was chosen one of the Pilot countries on the ESCWA
region to implement a strategy for the SNA 2008 and therefore share the experience with other members.

The Main elements of success in the Palestinian experience are the political support for the Palestinian Bureau of
Statistics (PCBS) and the statistical law that regulate the statistical process, in addition to adopting a regulatory and
institutional framework based on the National Strategy for developing statistics (NSDS).

In addition to that , high quality data issued by PCBS, the credibility of the Bureau with the data users in addition to
the Independency and Professionalism all those factors put PCBS as one of the best practices in the region, and it
was necessary to document all the procedures that were adopted in compiling a National Strategy for SNA 2008.

Palestinian Experience in moving toward SNA 2008:

One of the principles of the implementation process of the SNA 2008 that was adopted by the UNSC is the Strategic
Planning and the main tool for this principle is the Statement of Strategy, so PCBS set the main elements of the
strategy by identifying the Mandate, Mission Statement, Values, high and specific goals in addition to the required
actions.

Four stages were identified in this issue:

First Stage: Self- assessment Stage

This stage helps PCBS in assessing the adequacy of the national production process to support the implementation
of SNA 2008. PCBS depend on the following tools in the self- assessment process

1) The Diagnostic Framework for National Accounts and Supporting Economics Statistics (DF-
NA&ES)
This tool helps PCBS in assessing the prerequisites of the implementation strategy, and it helps PCBS in developing
a vision for improving the availability and quality of the basic economic statistics required for the compilation of
SNA 2008 recommendations.

Within this Diagnostic Framework, the following issues were raised as requisites for the implementation:

The necessity for having data about the Consumption of Fixed Capital.

No data was provided at basic prices.

The Need for adopting the classifications of COFOG and COPNI.

The current national accounts are compiled for the production account only and by Institutional sectors,
and there must be a plan to complete the sequence of accounts by developing the available tools to be in
line with the recommendations of the SNA 2008.

2) The Six Milestones for the compilation of SNA
Those milestones provide PCBS with guidance for expanding the scope of national accounts coverage in line with
the recommendations of the SNA. And it serves as a monitoring instrument for measuring the level of National
Accounts development.

The current Palestinian National Accounts adhered to the second milestone and part of the third milestone by
compiling production account by Institutional Sectors and adhered to the requirements of MRDS and part of the
recommended and desired data sets.



3) The Conceptual Compliance Questionnaire
This questionnaire assess in determining the conceptual adherence to the SNA 2008 by focusing on the key
conceptual differences between SNA 1993 and SNA 2008. This tool assesses PCBS in determining the main
concepts that will affect the level of GDP in the Palestinian National Accounts.

4) Data- Quality assessment of National Accounts
This Framework was developed by IMF for assessing the quality of National Accounts and to provide a structure
and common language for best practices.

Second Stage: Increase the Statistical Awareness

This is an important stage that aims at increasing the awareness of the statistical data users in addition to the main
sources of the data in the importance of the statistical number specially in National Accounts and Economic
Statistics, and this help in mobilizing the financial and political support in the compilation process.

To achieve this goal, PCBS conduct a national seminar with all stakeholders, policy planners and other users
including the academia and business community. The fruitful discussion in this seminar helps PCBS to prioritize
the problem areas and the needs of the users.

Third Stage: Technical Assistance Mission

PCBS with the cooperation of ESCWA had a technical assistance mission to help in setting the strategy for the
movement toward SNA 2008 in third quarter 2013.

The main tasks for this mission were to review different tools and procedures for the compilation and the main
outputs were:

e Improving the different questionnaires and tools (Sampling, Data collection....etc) to adhere with the
recommendations of the SNA 2008, and to help PCBS to move forward to the next milestone.

e Main changes in the SNA 2008 that apply on the Palestinian situation were identified, mainly in the
Financial sector and applying the changes in calculating the FISIM within the financial survey compiled by

PCBS.
o Developing the surveys by adding questions necessary for the compilation of the accounts by Institutional
Sectors.
Conclusion:

PCBS consider the strategy for the compilation of SNA 2008 as a road map for moving toward, and look forward to
contribute in the full adoption of the SNA 2008.
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