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National Trade & Environment Committees: National Trade & Environment Committees: 
Global and Regional ExperiencesGlobal and Regional Experiences
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Arab Initiative for Arab Initiative for 
Sustainable DevelopmentSustainable Development

Institutional FrameworkInstitutional Framework

““The Arab Initiative aims at supporting and The Arab Initiative aims at supporting and 
enhancing the enhancing the institutional frameworkinstitutional framework in in 
Arab countries in the field of sustainable Arab countries in the field of sustainable 
development, including the development and development, including the development and 
implementation of the necessary policies implementation of the necessary policies 
and legislations.and legislations.””
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The Arab Declaration to the World The Arab Declaration to the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development Summit on Sustainable Development 

(WSSD)(WSSD)

GovernanceGovernance
•• ““Development of institutionsDevelopment of institutions in the Arab Region in the Arab Region 

and support their activities at the and support their activities at the nationalnational and and 
regionalregional levelslevels……to ensure the to ensure the proper planning and proper planning and 
implementationimplementation of sustainable development of sustainable development 
programmes.programmes.

•• ““Strengthening partnership with Strengthening partnership with civil societycivil society and and 
private sector to widen the base for the decisionprivate sector to widen the base for the decision--
making process related to sustainable developmentmaking process related to sustainable development””

To WSSD, 2002To WSSD, 2002

Regional Approaches: Regional Approaches: 
League of Arab States (LAS)League of Arab States (LAS)

•• CAMRECAMRE -- Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment 
•• JCEDARJCEDAR -- Joint Commission on Environment and Development in Joint Commission on Environment and Development in 

the Arab Regionthe Arab Region
•• Established a Established a Joint SecretariatJoint Secretariat consisting of:consisting of:

–– Technical Secretariat of CAMRE at LASTechnical Secretariat of CAMRE at LAS
–– UNEP/Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) UNEP/Regional Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) 
–– ESCWA ESCWA -- Coordinates Arab Regional Program on Trade & Environment Coordinates Arab Regional Program on Trade & Environment 

Capacity BuildingCapacity Building
•• TheThe Arab InitiativeArab Initiative::

–– Calls upon the international community to support the efforts ofCalls upon the international community to support the efforts of Arab countries Arab countries 
to avoid the negative effects resulting from globalization on thto avoid the negative effects resulting from globalization on the economic, e economic, 
technical, environmental and social level;technical, environmental and social level;

–– Seeks to strengthen the competitiveness of Arab commodities and Seeks to strengthen the competitiveness of Arab commodities and to endeavor to endeavor 
to abolish all forms of subsidies, assistance, and barriers impoto abolish all forms of subsidies, assistance, and barriers imposed.sed.
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National Trade & Environment National Trade & Environment 
Committees in Arab RegionCommittees in Arab Region

•• Tunis 2000Tunis 2000: LAS recommendation to Member : LAS recommendation to Member 
States to each establish an interStates to each establish an inter--disciplinary disciplinary 
Committee on Trade and EnvironmentCommittee on Trade and Environment

•• Some committees have been established, their Some committees have been established, their 
activation and level of activity is mixed.activation and level of activity is mixed.

Arab Regional Program on Arab Regional Program on 
Trade & Environment Capacity BuildingTrade & Environment Capacity Building

CAMRE Resolution 24 CAMRE Resolution 24 
October 2002October 2002

“CAMRE requests ESCWA and UNEP to coordinate and 
cooperate with CAMRE to develop a regional program for Arab 
capacity building on trade and environment issues, especially 
measures that limit Arab export competitiveness in international
markets and that relate to trade negotiations and adjusting to the 
rules and regulations of the World Trade Organization related to
the environment.” (Article 2, point 2)

“CAMRE requests ESCWA and UNEP to coordinate and 
cooperate with CAMRE to develop a regional program for Arab 
capacity building on trade and environment issues, especially 
measures that limit Arab export competitiveness in international
markets and that relate to trade negotiations and adjusting to the 
rules and regulations of the World Trade Organization related to
the environment.” (Article 2, point 2)



Roundtable on Issues Related to the Establishment and 
Activation of National Committees on Trade and Environment 
(Beirut, 12 – 14 January 2010)

4

National T&E Committees National T&E Committees 
in the Arab Regionin the Arab Region

CountryCountry Ad Ad 
hochoc??

Public Public 
Participation?Participation?

MultiMulti--
Sectoral?Sectoral?

EgyptEgypt NoNo YesYes YesYes
JordanJordan NoNo YesYes YesYes
KuwaitKuwait NoNo YesYes YesYes
MoroccoMorocco NoNo YesYes YesYes
Syrian Arab RepublicSyrian Arab Republic NoNo YesYes YesYes
Saudi ArabiaSaudi Arabia NoNo YesYes YesYes
TunisiaTunisia NoNo YesYes YesYes
YemenYemen NoNo YesYes YesYes

KuwaitKuwait
Formed a national Trade and Environment Formed a national Trade and Environment 
Committee in 2002Committee in 2002
Composed of:Composed of:
–– Kuwait Environment Protection Agency (EPA)Kuwait Environment Protection Agency (EPA)
–– Public Authority for IndustryPublic Authority for Industry
–– Public Customs AuthorityPublic Customs Authority
–– Chamber of Commerce & Industry Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

However, the meetings are not regular and However, the meetings are not regular and 
effectively effectively ad hocad hoc
Public participation is minimal (so far)Public participation is minimal (so far)
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JordanJordan
Trade and Environment CommitteeTrade and Environment Committee

VisionVision
•• A highly recognized and fully participatory, professional, wellA highly recognized and fully participatory, professional, well--informed, and informed, and 

active body well experienced in the national environmental and eactive body well experienced in the national environmental and economic needs conomic needs 
and requirements; representing Jordan and its interests in the iand requirements; representing Jordan and its interests in the international, nternational, 
regional, and national arenas to achieve Sustainable Developmentregional, and national arenas to achieve Sustainable Development. . 

MissionMission
•• To strategize, plan and manage JordanTo strategize, plan and manage Jordan’’s environmentals environmental--trade portfolio, through trade portfolio, through 

the representation and delegation of roles and responsibilities the representation and delegation of roles and responsibilities in a professional in a professional 
and accountable manner. As well, continuously provide decision mand accountable manner. As well, continuously provide decision makers with the akers with the 
necessary support that contributes to the placing of Jordan in anecessary support that contributes to the placing of Jordan in an environmentally n environmentally 
sound and economically favorable situation.sound and economically favorable situation.

•• As a credible and accountable body that institutionally employs As a credible and accountable body that institutionally employs a transparent a transparent 
and participatory approach, a clear statement of commitment by aand participatory approach, a clear statement of commitment by all key ll key 
members is required. To achieve each of the Committeemembers is required. To achieve each of the Committee’’s objectives, the s objectives, the 
following activities will be held:following activities will be held:

Objectives:
1.1. Data Collection and Baseline ReportingData Collection and Baseline Reporting
2.2. Awareness and Outreach to Promote CommunicationAwareness and Outreach to Promote Communication
3.3. Harmonize JordanHarmonize Jordan’’s economic priorities with local s economic priorities with local 

environmental needsenvironmental needs
4.4. Impact decision making at the international and regional Impact decision making at the international and regional 

levellevel
5.5. Strengthen Bilateral Relations with all Stakeholders, and Strengthen Bilateral Relations with all Stakeholders, and 

Enhance Communication at National, Regional, and Enhance Communication at National, Regional, and 
International LevelsInternational Levels

6.6. Continuously Build MemberContinuously Build Member’’s Capacity Through a s Capacity Through a 
Professional Process of Consultations, SelfProfessional Process of Consultations, Self--analysis and analysis and 
Gap analysisGap analysis

JordanJordan
Trade and Environment CommitteeTrade and Environment Committee
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Jordan: Committee Members Jordan: Committee Members 
((pending finalizationpending finalization))

•• Ministry of the Environment (Chair)Ministry of the Environment (Chair)
•• Ministry of Municipality AffairsMinistry of Municipality Affairs
•• Ministry of JusticeMinistry of Justice
•• Ministry of AgricultureMinistry of Agriculture
•• Ministry of TransportationMinistry of Transportation
•• Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 
•• Ministry of Industry and TradeMinistry of Industry and Trade
•• Ministry of Planning and International CooperationMinistry of Planning and International Cooperation
•• Ministry of Finance Ministry of Finance –– Tax DepartmentTax Department
•• Jordan Institution for Standards and MetrologyJordan Institution for Standards and Metrology
•• Royal Scientific SocietyRoyal Scientific Society
•• Royal Society for Nature ProtectionRoyal Society for Nature Protection
•• Amman Chamber of CommerceAmman Chamber of Commerce
•• Environment Friends SocietyEnvironment Friends Society

Members:
According to the Yemeni Minister of Water According to the Yemeni Minister of Water 

and Environment Decree No. 41 for and Environment Decree No. 41 for 
20062006

1)1) President of the EPA (Chair) President of the EPA (Chair) 
2)2) Ministry of Industry and TradeMinistry of Industry and Trade
3)3) Ministry of Agriculture and IrrigationMinistry of Agriculture and Irrigation
4)4) Ministry of Fisheries Ministry of Fisheries 
5)5) Yemen Export Supreme CouncilYemen Export Supreme Council
6)6) YSMOYSMO
7)7) General Investment AuthorityGeneral Investment Authority
8)8) Yemen Customs Authority Yemen Customs Authority 
9)9) Federation of Yemeni Chambers of Federation of Yemeni Chambers of 

Commerce & IndustryCommerce & Industry
10)10)Yemeni Association for Consumer Yemeni Association for Consumer 

Protection Protection 
11)11)Association of Yemeni IndustrialistsAssociation of Yemeni Industrialists
12)12)Communication and Coordination Communication and Coordination 

Office with the WTOOffice with the WTO
13)13)Trade and Environment Unit of the EPA Trade and Environment Unit of the EPA 

(Member and (Member and RapporteurRapporteur))

YemenYemen
National Committee on National Committee on 
Environment and TradeEnvironment and Trade
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Functions:  The functions of the Committee are of an The functions of the Committee are of an 
advisory/coordination nature. They include, in brief: advisory/coordination nature. They include, in brief: 

1)1) SetSet--up general environment and trade policy up general environment and trade policy 
framework,framework,
2)2) Review environment and trade issues related Review environment and trade issues related 

to membership in WTO, to membership in WTO, 
3)3) Coordinate with parties on environment and Coordinate with parties on environment and 

trade issues, trade issues, 
4)4) Develop procedures regarding materials Develop procedures regarding materials 

prohibited form import/export for environmental reasons,prohibited form import/export for environmental reasons,
5)5) Prepare environmental assessment studies Prepare environmental assessment studies 

and conduct field surveys, and conduct field surveys, 
6)6) Review environment and tradeReview environment and trade--related laws, related laws, 
7)7) Include environment and trade issues in Include environment and trade issues in 

national development plans, national development plans, 
8)8) Suggest national quality control standards and Suggest national quality control standards and 

norms, norms, 
9)9) Develop controls for the execution of WTO Develop controls for the execution of WTO 

commitments related to environment and trade issues, commitments related to environment and trade issues, 
10)10) Setup cooperation modalities with Setup cooperation modalities with 
international organizations, international organizations, 
11)11) FollowFollow--up and assess tradeup and assess trade--related related 
environmental agreements, environmental agreements, 
12)12) Inform and coordinate with stakeholders, Inform and coordinate with stakeholders, 
including the private sector and civil society, about including the private sector and civil society, about 
environmental requirements affecting international trade and environmental requirements affecting international trade and 
assess impact on competitiveness of national products and assess impact on competitiveness of national products and 
services.services.

YemenYemen
National Committee on National Committee on 
Environment and TradeEnvironment and Trade

FinlandFinland
Working Group on Trade and EnvironmentWorking Group on Trade and Environment
established by Foreign Affairs Ministryestablished by Foreign Affairs Ministry
–– Working group under the Working group under the Finish National Council for Finish National Council for 

Sustainable Development Sustainable Development (headed by Prime Minister)(headed by Prime Minister)
–– Coordinates Finish position in relevant international bodiesCoordinates Finish position in relevant international bodies
–– Very active from 1992 to 1998 (EU structures)Very active from 1992 to 1998 (EU structures)

Composed of:Composed of:
–– Representatives from Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Representatives from Ministries of Foreign Affairs, 

Environment, Trade & Industry, Agriculture & ForestryEnvironment, Trade & Industry, Agriculture & Forestry
–– Representatives of industry and forestryRepresentatives of industry and forestry
–– Environmental and other NGOsEnvironmental and other NGOs

Regular meetingsRegular meetings
Public participation very highPublic participation very high
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CanadaCanada
Working Group on Trade and EnvironmentWorking Group on Trade and Environment

Advises on CanadaAdvises on Canada’’s domestic & international T&E positionss domestic & international T&E positions
Chair: Foreign Affairs and International Trade CommitteeChair: Foreign Affairs and International Trade Committee
Partner: Environment CanadaPartner: Environment Canada
Members:Members:
oo Agriculture and Agriculture and AgriAgri--FoodFood
oo Canadian International Development AgencyCanadian International Development Agency
oo Industry CanadaIndustry Canada
oo Natural ResourcesNatural Resources
oo Fisheries and OceansFisheries and Oceans
oo Canadian Food Inspection AgencyCanadian Food Inspection Agency
oo Health CanadaHealth Canada

Meets regularly, plus meets one month prior to CTE meetings Meets regularly, plus meets one month prior to CTE meetings 
to coordinate approaches for discussion and negotiationto coordinate approaches for discussion and negotiation
Public participationPublic participation

Trade & Environment DecisionTrade & Environment Decision--Making:Making:
A MultiA Multi--Sectoral ProcessSectoral Process

Process requires:
1. Access to information – within government & for civil society
2. Coordination between ministries
3. Dialogue – open lines of communication
4. Definition of national interests
5. Priority Setting
6. Policy Analysis
7. Consultation with relevant stakeholders
8. Decision-Making

Necessitates the creation of effective mechanisms or 
institutions to inform and facilitate the integrated    

policy-making and decision-making process
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Checklist for Designing a Public Participation ProcessChecklist for Designing a Public Participation Process
OECD, adapted from Standard Z764OECD, adapted from Standard Z764--96, 96, ““A Guide to Public Involvement,A Guide to Public Involvement,”” of the of the 

Canadian Standards AssociationCanadian Standards Association

1.1. Do you need to involve the public? Do you need to involve the public? 
•• Describe the situationDescribe the situation
•• Identify potential benefitsIdentify potential benefits
•• Assess the relevance of inputAssess the relevance of input
•• Analyse and evaluate the implications of not Analyse and evaluate the implications of not 

including public participationincluding public participation
•• Identify interests and positionsIdentify interests and positions
•• Study and assess the implications of not Study and assess the implications of not 

proceedingproceeding
2.2. Has the groundwork been laid for a        Has the groundwork been laid for a        

wellwell--constructed process? constructed process? 
•• Determine the nature and scope of decisionsDetermine the nature and scope of decisions
•• State the purposeState the purpose
•• Estimate the time frameEstimate the time frame
•• Identify potential participantsIdentify potential participants
•• Review and select viable mechanismsReview and select viable mechanisms
•• Estimate human and financial resources Estimate human and financial resources 

requiredrequired
•• Validate budgetValidate budget

3.3. Do you have the elements in place to make Do you have the elements in place to make 
the process develop satisfactorily?the process develop satisfactorily?

•• Establish goals and limitsEstablish goals and limits
•• Define the work plan and program the activitiesDefine the work plan and program the activities
•• Confirm the availability at resources allocatedConfirm the availability at resources allocated
•• Send invitation to identified participants and Send invitation to identified participants and 

confirm their attendanceconfirm their attendance
•• Conduct followConduct follow--up to plan of actionsup to plan of actions
•• Mobilise resourcesMobilise resources
•• Establish the ground rules for the processEstablish the ground rules for the process
4.4. Did the process conclude satisfactorily?Did the process conclude satisfactorily?
•• Identify what and how to evaluateIdentify what and how to evaluate
•• Review process development and identify stages Review process development and identify stages 

that need improvementthat need improvement
•• Ensure process feedback from experience gainedEnsure process feedback from experience gained
•• Include decisions made and circulate these Include decisions made and circulate these 

among participantsamong participants
•• Implement project decisionsImplement project decisions

How to Support InterHow to Support Inter--Sectoral National Sectoral National 
Policy Coordination?Policy Coordination?

•• Establish a Working Group or CommitteeEstablish a Working Group or Committee
–– Institutionalized, InterInstitutionalized, Inter--disciplinary mechanismdisciplinary mechanism
–– Fixed membershipFixed membership
–– Fixed secretariat (or rotating between coFixed secretariat (or rotating between co--chairs)chairs)
–– Allocate sufficient technical capacity (human, ITC)Allocate sufficient technical capacity (human, ITC)
–– Establish mechanisms to allow for consultation with nonEstablish mechanisms to allow for consultation with non--

governmental stakeholders governmental stakeholders Public ParticipationPublic Participation
–– Conduct policy analysis and formulate recommendations for Conduct policy analysis and formulate recommendations for 

consideration by respective ministries/agenciesconsideration by respective ministries/agencies
•• Establish clear purpose/mandate/scope of workEstablish clear purpose/mandate/scope of work
•• Identify Interests and PrioritiesIdentify Interests and Priorities
•• Promote Informed Policy Analysis & DecisionsPromote Informed Policy Analysis & Decisions
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Questions to Consider
•• What are the main trade and environment priorities What are the main trade and environment priorities 

facing the country/region?facing the country/region?
•• Should priorities support Should priorities support proactiveproactive or or reactive reactive debate debate 

and decisionand decision--making? making? 
•• Are there any standing InterAre there any standing Inter--Ministerial Cooperative Ministerial Cooperative 

Mechanisms already exist that could respond to these Mechanisms already exist that could respond to these 
issues? issues? (National Sustainable Development Committees, WTO (National Sustainable Development Committees, WTO 
Negotiation Committees, MEA Committees, National Trade Negotiation Committees, MEA Committees, National Trade 
&Trade Facilitation Committees?)&Trade Facilitation Committees?)

•• If so, are these mechanisms participatory, i.e., involve If so, are these mechanisms participatory, i.e., involve 
key public and private sector stakeholders?key public and private sector stakeholders?

•• Should the Committee be advisory? highShould the Committee be advisory? high--level?level?

Thank you!Thank you!
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