
 
Worksh

1. Bac
 
Science, tec
the socio-ec
a major role
based indust
The growing
data that wo
interrelated i
 
STI statistic
of STI perfo
current glob
investment. 
and strategie
data as well
strategic ana
carrying out
variety of i
Technology 
 
To improve 
the region. 
establishmen
National Co
have express
 
In this con
establishmen
this recomm
Observatorie
establishmen
 
The worksh
Establishme
in Beirut on
Technology 
workshop w
include publ
of STIOs an
 
 

 
 

hop on Scien

Phase I:  T

ckground 

hnology and
onomic futu

e in poverty 
tries, the imp
g economic a
ould be relate
indicators. 

s and perform
ormance. Th
bal technolo
Indicators a

es. The estab
l as for the c
alysts. As o
t data collect
institutions. 
is engaged i

the situation
It has alrea

nt of nationa
ouncil for Sc
sed an intere

ntext, capaci
nt of the Syr
mendation, E
es in ESCW
nt of nationa

hop is subdiv
nt of Nation

n 11 and 12 
and Innova

will include f
lic sector spe

nd the develo

UN-
Unite

nce, Techno

Towards the

d innovation 
ure of nations

reduction. W
portance of S
and societal 
ed to inputs,

mance indic
hey are cruci
ogical trend
are also essen
blishment of 
creation and

of the writin
tion and anal
A good ex

in data and st

n on the grou
ady worked 
al STIOs. To 
ientific Rese

est in pursuin

ty building 
rian STIO, th
ESCWA is 

WA Member
al and regiona

vided into tw
nal and Regio

November 
ation Observ
fourteen dire
ecialists and 
pment of ST

 

-ESCWA 
ed Nations Ec

ology and In

e Establishme

Beirut, 1

Prelimin

(STI) are re
s. They are e
With globaliz
STI for econ
importance 
 processes, o

ators have b
ial for monit

ds, conductin
ntial for the 

f STI observa
d analysis of 
g of this in
lysis duties. 
xample wou
tatistics colle

und, ESCWA
closely with
date, Lebano

earch. Syria 
ng similar pla

will have 
his fact was 

organizing 
r Countries."
al STIOs in t

wo phases. 
onal Science
2009.  The 

vatories" and
ectors of ex
technology 

TI indicators.

conomic and S

nnovation O

ent of Nation

1-12 Novem

 
ary Informa

 

ecognized as
essential ingr
zation, trade
nomic growth
of STI has s
outputs and i

become neces
toring scient
ng foresight
formulation

atories (STIO
indicators w

formation n
So far, data 
ld be Jorda
ection throug

A has been a
h several EM
on has initiat
and Jordan h

ans. 

a major rol
confirmed a
the Works

" The main
the ESCWA 

 The first p
e, Technology

second pha
d will be he

xisting nation
experts who
 

Social Commis

bservatories

nal and Regio

mber 2009 

ation Note 

s important s
redients of su
liberalizatio

h and compe
purred the n
impacts. Rel

ssary tools in
tific and tech
t exercises 

n, adjustment
O) that woul
would be vit
ote, there ar
in EMCs is 

an where th
gh several of

actively prom
MCs to form
ted plans for
have closely

le to play. 
and adapted 
shop on Sc

n objective o
region. 

phase of the
y and Innova
se will addr
eld in Decem
nal STI insti
o are involve

ssion for West

s in ESCWA

onal STI Obs

strategic fact
ustainable de

on and the em
etitiveness h

need for the c
liable facts a

n the evaluat
hnological d
and determ

t and implem
d be respons

tal for the w
re no STIOs
collected in 

he Higher C
f its divisions

moting the es
mulate concr
r an STIO tha
y followed pa

During a r
as a recomm

cience, Tech
of the work

e workshop 
ation Observ
ress the "Imp
mber 2009. 
itutions whil
ed in the crea

tern Asia 

A Member C

servatories 

tors that sha
evelopment 
mergence of
as become m
collection an
and figures w

tion of the v
development,
mining speci
mentation of 
sible for the 

work of polic
s in the ESC
a multitude 

Council for 
s. 

stablishment
rete plans a
at would be h
ace. Several 

recent work
mendation. In
hnology and
kshop is to 

is entitled "
vatories" and
plementation
 The first p

le the secon
ation and im

ountries 

ape and drive
that can play
f knowledge
more evident
nd analysis o
would require

various stages
 determining
fic areas o

f STI policies
collection o

cymakers and
CWA region
of ways by a
Science and

t of STIOs in
iming at the
hosted by the
other EMCs

shop on the
n response to
d Innovation
promote the

Towards the
d will be held
n of Science
phase of the

nd phase wil
mplementation

e 
y 
-
t. 
f 
e 

s 
g 
f 
s 
f 
d 
n 
a 
d 

n 
e 
e 
s 

e 
o 
n 
e 

e 
d 
e, 
e 
ll 
n 



 2

2. Objectives 
 
 The objectives of the first phase of the workshop are as follows: 
 

• Assessing the impact of STI on the socio-economic development of the ESCWA region; 
• Raising the awareness of participants on the role and purposes of STI observatories; 
• Promoting the activities related to the establishment of national STI observatories in ESCWA 

member countries; 
• Formulating plans for the establishment of a regional STI observatory; 
• Fostering regional co-operation among STI policymakers in EMCs. 

 
3.  Topics 
  
Below are the major topics that will be discussed during the first phase of the workshop: 
 

• The status of STI in the Arab region; 
• The role of STI in socio-economic development; 
• Indicators used to measure the globalization of research and development; 
• Recent developments in the production of STI statistics and indicators; 
• Methodology and practice of STI policies in ESCWA member countries; 
• Setting-up national STI observatories; 
• Setting-up a regional STI observatory; 
• Regional and international cooperation in the field of STI; 
• Exchanging ideas and sharing experiences; 
• Bilateral cooperation among ESCWA member countries; 
• Conclusions and follow-up. 

 
4. Participation 
 
Fourteen participants from ESCWA member countries will be invited to the first phase of the workshop. They 
include high-level decision makers who are in charge of STI policies.  The main speakers will be regional and 
international experts in STI methodologies and policies. 
 
5. Organization, venue and dates 
 
The workshop is organized by UN-ESCWA and will be held on 11 and 12 November 2009 at UN House, 
Riad El Solh Square, Beirut, Lebanon.   
 
6. Working language 
 
English and Arabic are the working languages of the workshop. There will be no simultaneous translation 
between languages. 
 
7. Additional information 
 
Inquiries and requests for additional information should be addressed to: 
 
Mr. Yousef Nusseir, Director, ICT Division, UN-ESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon, Phone: +961 1 978549, Fax: 
+961 1 981510, Email: nusseir@un.org 
 
Mr. Mansour Farah, Chief, ICT Policies Section, ICT Division, UN-ESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon, Phone: +961 1 
978538, Fax: +961 1 981510, Email: farah14@un.org 


