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A. Background

When compared to the information and communicateehnology (ICT) sector of countries that h;
developed their knowleddeased economies, the ICT sector in the Arab regiomains underdevelop:
Investments in the sector have been limited and dmwlopmental funds are few. Research has shuat
the development of suitable financing instrumemts the ICT sector coupled with institutional refar
supporting innovation and promoting comgiveness and ICT entrepreneurship are essential @oemts fol
the development of sustainable knowle-based economies in the Arab region. Investingp@nlCT secto
would create new job opportunities for the youtld ahkilled population, vitalize the gion's economies and
lead to further socieconomic benefits and rewar

The Tunis Agenda, outcome of t2005World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS),essed th
need to enhance financial mechanisms aimed atibgilthe ICT sector in develorg countries and the
importance of capacitpuilding to achieve this objectiv

TheConference on Investment and Finance of the ICToBatthe Arab Regiorsubject of this informatio
note,is jointly organized by th&nion of Arab Bank and ESCWA, during 90 May 2013in Hammamet,
Tunisia. The Conference is organized as part of the Aralbifarn the ICT Sector, and will be precedec
the Expert Group Meeting on Investment, Researeveldpment and Innovation in the ICT Sector, du
7-8 May 2013, in the same venue.

B. Objectives

The main objective of th€onferenc is to promotelCT sector financing and investments, and busi
entrepreneurships. It represergspanel for discussion and exchange of experiemees views or
strengthening the Arab ICT sector and the knowldaged economies in the period that follows theb,

spring.
C. Topics
The topics that will be addressedring theConference include:

ICT sector competitiveness and contribution to oialyithe impact of the economic recess
Emerging/investment opportities offered by the ICT sector;

Banking sectqrventure capital, loans and investment bankersgsse

Capital marketsyenture capital funds and unions of inves, and stock exchan
Incubators, accelerators and future outlook foegtment in the ICT sect

Successful entrepreneships in the ICT sector.
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D. Outcomes

The main outcome of the Conference will be a datilan that iterates the recommendations emanatimg f
the Conference deliberations.

E. Organization, venue and dates

The Conference is jointly organized by the UniorAddb Banks and ESCWA, during 9-10 May 2013, at the
Russelior Hotel in Hammamet, Tunisia, as part efanab Forum on the ICT Sector that is held duidrp
May 2013, the same venue.

The Arab Forum on the ICT Sector encompasses tlosvfag two joint events:
D) Expert Group Meeting on Investment, Research, @gveént and Innovation in the ICT Sector,
during 7-8 May 2013Participation at no cost and by invitation] ; and
2) Conference on Investment and Finance of the ICToBét the Arab Region, during 9-10 May
2013[ Participation might include UAB feeg].

F. Participation

The Conference will involve the participation ofjhilevel decision makers from the financial andKiag
sector in the Arab region, as well as leaders flarsiness incubators, venture capitalists and inverst
companies. Participation also includes expertsfresearch, development and innovation (RDI) csentre
incubators and technology parks involved in prongtithe ICT sector, and representatives from
international and regional organizations, civil isbg and private sector institutions, and decisioakers
from the Arab countries.

G. Working languages

The working languages of the Forum will be Arakimglish and French. There will be simultaneous
translation among the three languages.

H. Additional information and correspondence

Additional information is available through tRerumWeb page Correspondences, submissions, and inquiries
should to be addressed to:

Ms. Dina Kaddouh, Director, Regional Office for Maigb Countries, Union of Arab Banks, Tunis, Tunisia
Phone: +216-71-908083, Fax: +216-71-9514fi8a@uabonline.org
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