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A Background

When compared to the information and communicatexhnology (ICT) sector of countries that h
developed their knowleddeased economies, the ICT sector in the Arab regiomains underdevelope
Investmentsn the sector have belimited and new developmental funds are fdResearch has shown that
the developmenof suitable financing instruments for the ICT seatoupled with institutional reforn
supporting innovation and promoting competitiverasd ICT entrepreneurship éessentiacomponents for
the development of sustainable knowle-based economies in the Arab regidnvestingin the ICT sector
would create neyob opportunities for the youiand skilled populatiorvitalize the region's economies &
lead to further socieconomic benefi and rewards.

The Tunis Agenda, outcome of t2005 World Sumimt on the Information Society (WSIS), stressed
need to enhance financial mechanisms aimed atibgilthe ICT sector in developing countries and
importance of capacitiuilding to achieve this objectiv In response to the WSIsitcomeand building on
a series of activities that dateack to 2008, ESCWA currently developing2013 a study entitled
"Competitiveness of the ICT Sector in the Arab Rei innovation and investment imperative The study
is expected taontribute towards the developm of knowledgebased economies in the Arab region
providing guidance and practical recommendationat twould boost competitiveness and pron
innovation and investment in the ICT sec

The Expert Group Meeting (EGMN Investment, Research, Develent and Innovation in the ICT Sect
subject of this information note, is jointly orgaed by ESCWA and the Union of Arab Banduring 7-8
May 2013, in Hammamet, Tunisidhe EGM isorganized as part of the Arab Forum on the ICT @&, and
will be followed by theConference on Investment and Finance of the ICToBétthe Arab Regic, during
9-10 May 2013 in the same venue.

The EGM seeks to bring together the various stdken® to share the latest developments in the
market, and promote coagpgion amongst the participants that include inmestbusiness entreprenet
bankers, and activists in the areas of developiegrapetitive ICT sector in the Arab region. It lalso
raise awareness and discuss a plan for promotiwgsiments in tF ICT sector and knowledge bas
economy in the post Arab spring peric

B Objectives

The main objective of thEGM on Investment, Research, Development and Irtimvan the ICT Sectois
to produce a visioand set recommendations developing the ICT sector in the Arregion.

C Topics
Thetopics that will be covered during tEGM include:

o0 Competitiveness of the ICT secand its contribution to the knowledge econ
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o Financing ICT sector investments in the Arab region

0 Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) in @€ $ector

0 Roadmap and future outlook for promoting a competitCT sector at the national and regional
levels

0 Business models between the ICT and banking sectors

D Outcomes
The main outcome of the EGM will be as follows:

(a) Update of the study entitled "Competitiveness ef BT Sector in the Arab Regioimnovation and
investment imperatives" that takes into consideretine recommendations proposed by participants;

(b) Recommendations for the development of a competiéind innovative ICT sector in the Arab
region that can benefit from the existing financipportunities.

E Organization, venue and dates

The EGM is jointly organized by ESCWA and the UniohArab Banks, during 7-8 May 2013, at the
Russelior Hotel in Hammamet, Tunisia, as part efanab Forum on the ICT Sector that is held duidrp
May 2013, the same venue.

The Arab Forum on the ICT Sector encompasses tlosving two joint events:
1) Expert Group Meeting on Investment, Research, @gveént and Innovation in the ICT Sector,
during 7-8 May 2013Participation at no cost and by invitation] ; and
(2) Conference on Investment and Finance of the ICToBét the Arab Region, during 9-10 May
2013[ Participation might include UAB feeg).

F Participation

Invited participants to the EGM include successfurepreneurs in the ICT sector, and leaders iptivate
sector, investment bankers, high-level policymalfeosn investment authorities and ministries of ICTs
venture capitalists, and investment companies fiteenArab region. Stakeholders from the financiatld
who work closely with ICT businesses are also awito participate, as well as government officialo
formulate or implement national ICT sector policesd strategies.Furthermore, the EGM will involve
experts from research, development and innovali)(centres and from incubators and technologkspar
involved in promoting the ICT sector in the Aralgin.

G Working languages

The working languages of the Forum will be Aralimglish and French. There will be simultaneous
translation among the three languages.

H Additional information and correspondence

Additional information is available through tRerum Web pageCorrespondences, submissions, and inquiries
should be addressed to the organizers as follows:

Ms Mirna Barbar, ICT Officer, ICT Policies, ICTD,NESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon
Phone: +961-1-978552, Fax: +961-1-9813i&fbarm@un.org

Ms Zahr Bou-Ghanem, Research Assistant, ICT Pgsli¢&TD, UNESCWA, Beirut, Lebanon
Phone: +961-1-978510, Fax: +961-1-981346y-ghanem@un.org
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