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ü Opening   
 

Keynote Speakers in the Conference Opening, in order of appearance: 

 

Imad Sabouni, Minister of Communications and Technology, Syrian Arab 

Republic 

imad.sabouni@gmail.com 

 

Born in Damascus, Syria, Mr. Imad Sabouni obtained an Engineering degree in 

1987 from the École Nationale Supérieure des Télécommunications de Bretagne 

(ENST-Br), France, and a PhD in 1992 from the Institut National Polytechnique 

de Grenoble (INP-G), France.  From 1993 to 2003, he worked as researcher and 

professor at the Higher Institute for Applied Science and Technology (HIAST), 

Damascus, Syria, and became HIAST Deputy Dean in 2001.  In 2003, he moved to the Syrian 

Telecommunications Establishment (STE) as General Manager where he started an ambitious 

restructuring program.  From 2002 to 2004, he was an active member of the Syrian ICT Strategy 

Taskforce and participated in the formulation of the National ICT Strategy, in collaboration with the 

UNDP and the European Commission.  Mr. Sabouni is also a member of the Syrian Computer Society 

(SCS) where he became Deputy Chairman in 2003. His major domains of interest include ICT 

policies and Strategies, multilinguism, and Arabic content creation.  In 2008, he was appointed 

Minister of Communications and Technology, Syria.  

 

 

Bader Omar Al-Dafa, Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary, 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN-

ESCWA) 

aldafa@un.org 

 

Mr. Bader Al-Dafa of Qatar is the Under-Secretary-General and Executive 

Secretary of UN-ESCWA since 1 August 2007.  Before joining UN-ESCWA, 

Mr. Al -Dafa served as Ambassador of Qatar to the United States and Permanent 

Observer to the Organization of American States-OAS.  In this capacity, he 

played a special role in promoting access to education and the arts in the Arab-

American community and among other minority populations in the United States.  Mr. Al-Dafa has 

enjoyed a long and distinguished career in foreign affairs and non-governmental services, which has 

included representing Qatar as Ambassador to the Russian Federation, France, Egypt, and Spain. He 

has also served as the non-resident Ambassador to Finland, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, 

Switzerland, and Mexico. Mr. Al Dafa has also served as Director of the European and American 

Affairs Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Mr. Al-Dafa received his Masters in 

International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University and his Bachelors Degree in Political 

Science and Economics from Western Michigan University in the United States. He has been awarded 

the Order Du Mérite from the Republic of France. 
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman and CEO, TAGI, and Vice-Chairman, Global 

Alliance for ICT and Development (UNGAID) 

sla@tagi.com 

 

Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh is the Chairman and Founder of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 

Organization (TAGorg).  Founded in 1972, TAGorg is an international 

professional services group, employing over 2000 professionals, and operates 

out of its 71 offices in the Middle East, North Africa, Pakistan, India, Cyprus, 

Russia, and China.  It currently offers a composite range of professional services 

covering accounting, external and internal audit, corporate governance, taxation, educational 

consultancy, economic and strategic studies, management advisory services, professional and 

technical training, technology transfer project management, real estate management, investors and 

business advisory services, human resources and recruitment services, e-government, e-commerce, e-

education, IT and security audit, Web mastering and Web design, professional interpretation and 

translation, Web site Arabization: domain names registration, ICT strategic planning, ERP consulting 

services, IT and internet skills training and examinations, intellectual  property news agency, IP 

business and asset valuation and branding services; IP registration and protection; intellectual 

property renewals, IPR protection and management, legal services (solicitors and attorneys), and 

public offering. 
Source: Talal Abu-Ghazaleh personal Web site http://www.talalabughazaleh.com/HTML/site_content/page_biography_en.html 

 

Sami Al Basheer Al Mourshid, Director, Telecommunication Development 

Bureau, International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

sami.al-basheer@itu.int 

 

Mr Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid is the Director of the ITU Telecommunication 

Development Bureau since January 2007, and has more than twenty-three years 

experience in telecommunications in Saudi Arabia and abroad, including two 

years at the ITU Regional Office in Cairo.  He was responsible in the Saudi Arabian Government for 

the development of economic and financial policy and regulatory aspects of telecommunications as 

well as international coordination and cooperation.  He has extensive experience in 

telecommunications management and development as well as in negotiating and formulating 

international agreements on commercial, operational, maintenance and investment issues.  As adviser 

to the Minister of Communications and Information Technology (IT) in Saudi Arabia, he was 

responsible for international relations and regulatory issues, and was also Board Member of the Saudi 

Communications and IT Commission.  As Director, Middle East & North Africa Affairs, at ICO 

Teledesic GL, Seattle, USA, he coordinated the introduction of the interests of ICO in Middle Eastern 

and North African countries.  During his tenure as Chief of the Regional Office for the Arab States of 

the ITU in Cairo, Egypt, he was responsible for planning, organizing, and directing the work of the 

Regional Office and contributed to the development of telecommunications in the countries of the 

region in both public and private sectors.  (source:  http://www.itu.int/net/ITU-SG/directors/al-

basheer.aspx)  

 

Tarek Shawki, Director, UNESCO Cairo Office 

cairo@unesco.org, t.shawki@unesco.org 
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ü Keynote Speakers in Plenary Sessions  
 
Keynote Speakers in the Plenary Sessions, in order of appearance: 

 

Abdel Rahman Sabry, Telecom and IT Development Manager, League of Arab States, Egypt 

arahman.sabry@las.int 

 

Nazem Bahsas, Director General, Syrian Telecom Establishment (STE), Syrian Arab Republic 

ste-dgm@net.sy 

 

Abdulrasool Alhayani, Consultant, Arab Administrative Development 

Organization (ARADO), League of Arab States, Egypt 

dralhayani@arado.org.eg  
 

Dr. Alhayani holds a PhD in Industrial Engineering from the University of 

Toledo, Ohio, USA.  Prior to his work as a Consultant with ARADO, he worked 

in the academic sector, in teaching and administration, namely at the University 

of Toledo, USA; University of Technology, Iraq; Garyounis University, Libya; 

and Yarmouk University, Jordan.  He worked in the management and 

implementation of development projects in Iraq. 

 

Sherif Seddik, Regional Director, Microsoft - North Africa, East Mediterranean 

and Pakistan 

sseddik@microsoft.com 

 

Mr. Sherif Seddik is a Regional General Manager in Microsoft - North Africa, 

East Mediterranean and Pakistan.  He is an IT industry veteran with a 20 year 

international sales, marketing, and management career.  He joined Microsoft in 

2002 as Regional Director of the Enterprise and Partner Group for Middle East and 

Africa, and has held a number of regional roles.  Since July 2007, Mr. Seddik was promoted to his 

current role responsible for Microsoft's end to end business and operations across 12 countries 

covering the territory of North Africa, East Mediterranean and Pakistan.  Prior to joining Microsoft, 

Mr. Seddil had 14 years of very successful career at NCR Corporation in the Gulf, Europe and Middle 

East and Africa.  He holds a B.Sc. in Communications and Electronics Engineering from Ein Shams 

University in Cairo. 

 

Hani Raad, Regional Sales Manager, Levant Area, CISCO, Lebanon 

hraad@cisco.com 

 
Mr. Hani Raad leads the Cisco sales growth plan in the Levant region with an 

execution strategy that revolves around the concept of ICT as a major economic 

growth stimulator, a concept that is proving itself across the world.  With 15 

years of experience in the ICT sector, coupled with cross industries exposure 

and sales management roles across the area, Mr. Raad gained comprehensive 

understanding of the ICT industry, its evolution and dynamics.  He has worked on different ICT 

transformational projects in different industries using the approach of linking Technology solutions to 

Business objectives.  Before ioining Cisco, Mr. Raad held various management positions at Hewlett-

Packard (HP), National Technology Company and LCC International.  An amateur Radio operator for 

29 years, Hani is an Executive Committee member of the International Amateur Radio Union Region 

1 and the President of the Radio Amateurs of Lebanon.  Mr. Raad holds a Bachelor of Science in 

Electrical Engineering from the George Washington University, Washington DC, USA. 
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mailto:ste-dgm@net.sy
mailto:dralhayani@arado.org.eg
mailto:sseddik@microsoft.com


Draft 2 

 

Rakan Razouk, President, Syrian Computer Society (SCS), Syrian Arab 

Republic 

rrazouk@scs-net.org, rrazouk@aloola.sy  

 

Dr. Rakan Razouk holds a PhD in Computer Science from the University Paul-

Sabatier, Toulouse III, France (1990) and a Diploma of Computer Engineering, 

HIAST, Syria (1984).  Dr. Razouk is currently the Chairman and board member 

of the Syrian Computer Society (SCS) (since 2007), the Vice President of 

Damascus University for Scientific Research and Higher Education (since 

2008), and a Professor of Computer Sciences in its Faculty of IT.  Previously, he was the Dean of the 

Faculty of IT (2003-2005), head of IT department of the Scientific Studies and Research Center 

(1999-2002), Researcher and Lecturer of Computer Sciences at HIAST and Damascus University 

(1990-1999). 

 

Khaled Z. Khawaja, Chief Expert, Arab Institute for Training and Research in 

Statistics (AITRS), Jordan 

khalidzuhdi@yahoo.com , kzk@aitrs.org 

 

Dr. Khalid Khawaja is currently Chief Expert at the Arab Institute for Training 

and Research in Statistics (AITRS), Jordan.  He was the Director General of 

AITRS from 1997 to 2006.  Dr. Khawaja was an Assistant Professor at the Oran 

University in Algeria, and holds a PhD in Demographic Statistics (1979) and a 

higher diploma in planning (1977) from the Higher School of Statistics and Planning, Warsaw, 

Poland.  He has published a number of researches, and supervised several PhD and Masters thesis, 

and is a member of International Union for Scientific Study in Population - IUSSP. 

 

Yousef Nusseir, Chief, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 

Division, UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 

nusseir@un.org, escwa-ictd@un.org 

 

Dr. Nusseir is Jordanian and graduated from England.  He worked with the 

Royal Scientific Society in Jordan 1977-1993, and was the Director of the 

Information Technology (IT)  and Training Centre, and the Dean of Princess 

Sumaya College for Informatics.  During 1990-1991, he worked with the 

UNESCO as Chief Technical Advisor on Informatics in Education.  He established the National IT 

Centre in 1993 and became its President until 2006.  He chaired and participated in several national 

and international committees on ICT, and has designed and implemented several national ICT 

systems.  He has been the Internet Top Level Domain Administrator for ".jo" domain since 1995, and 

has many publications in the field of ICT.  In 2006, he joined the UN-ESCWA as the Chief of ICT 

Division. 

 

ü Thematic Sessions and Panel Discussions   
 

Thematic sessions run in three parallel tracks, covering the areas of Strategies, Applications, and 

Development.  Each contains six thematic sessions and two panel discussions.  The two panel 

discussions are held on the second day of the Conference, the first panel in each of the three tracks 

addresses the subjects of Investments, Research Capacity, and the Arab GAID Network.  The second 

panel in the three tracks discusses new regional projects for the Regional Plan of Action (RPoA) for 

Building the Information Society.  The bionotes of speakers, chairs, and panellists in the three tracks are 

listed below according to the order of appearance in the Conference Agenda: 
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1 . Strategies  
 

1.1  Regional ICT Strategies (Chair: Bachir Mounajed)  
 

Bashir Mounajed, Damascus University, Syrian Arab Republic 

softcad@wanadoo.fr 

 

Khaled Foda, League of Arab States, Egypt 

khaled.foda@las.int 

 

Mohamed Abdel Wahab, Executive Director, Arab Business Forum for ICT -

ABFICT, Egypt 

mohamed@abdel-wahab.net, mohamed.a-wahab@masreya.com 

 

Mr. Mohamed Abdel Wahab is an Architect with a Master Degree from the 

American University of Cairo, Egypt.  Mr. Abdel Wahab is currently the 

Executive Director of Cairo Contact Centers Park that is being developed in 

Maadi by the Egyptian Ministries of Communication Technology and Investment, 

to accommodate Offshore Outsourcing Industries.  He is also the Executive 

Director of the Arab Business Forum for ICT - ABFICT, a regional non-governmental organization that 

represents Arab ICT Business Sector and channels between Arab ICT Governments and Business 

Sector.  He has a wide experience in sales and marketing of ICT services, and has acted as Sales and 

Marketing Director regional and Egyptian service providers, especially in Satellite and Internet 

Solutions.   He has also been a consultant to several reputable firms, such as the ITU, ARWP, ARNET, 

ESCWA, UNDP and MCIT (Egypt).  Mr. Abdel Wahab has initiated and was an Executive Committee 

member of the first National e-Content Award of Egypt and was appointed as a Juror in the second 

National e-Content Award. 

 

Mansour Farah, Chief, ICT Policies Section, ICT Division, ESCWA 

farah14@un.org  

 

Holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science (1977) from the University of Waterloo in 

Canada.  Between 1977 and 1997, worked as researcher/professor at Bell-

Northern Research (Canada), University of Moncton (Canada), Scientific Studies 

and Research Center (Syria), University of Grenoble (France), and Higher 

Institute of Applied Sciences and Technology ï HIAST ï (Syria).  Headed the 

Computer Engineering Department at HIAST (1983-1997).  Between 1997 and 

2000 worked as Consultant on Information Technology for various national and international 

organizations and companies.  Joined UN-ESCWA in June 2000 and participated in studies on 

economic development of the region, focusing on capacity-building in new technologies, particularly 

information and communications technologies, as well as enhancing competitiveness and productivity of 

enterprises through technological innovation and new institutional forms.  In 2002, held the position of 

Team Leader for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) focusing on the regional 

preparatory activities for WSIS in Geneva (2003) and in Tunis (2005), including studies, expert group 

meetings, regional conferences and workshops. Starting in 2005, as Team Leader on ICT Policies, 

carried out number of studies and meetings promoting national and regional ICT policies and strategies, 

provided advisory services to ESCWA member countries and implemented field projects related to ICT 

and socio-economic development. 

 

Racha Mourtada, Researcher, ICT Division, ESCWA 

 racha.mourtada@gmail.com 

mailto:farah14@un.org
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Racha Mourtada is currently a researcher in the ICT Division of ESCWA, and 

has been working intermittently with ESCWA since 2002.  Her primary area of 

interest is the utilization of media and ICTs for development, and within the 

scope of her work at ESCWA she has been involved in global and regional 

projects related to community telecenters, during which she has developed and 

conducted training sessions in EMCs.  Outside of ESCWA, her media and ICT 

experience includes being an account manager for a media consultancy, and 

acting as project officer for an NGO that focuses on using ICTs to empower 

isolated communities. Ms. Mourtada holds a BSc. in Biomedical Engineering, Boston University and 

MA. in Communication Policy Studies, City University in London. 

 

Mohamed Timoulali, Regional Advisor on ICT Policy, UNECA Office for 

North Africa, Morocco  

mohamedt@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Timoulali is an Engineer in Computer Science (1981), Université Claude 

Bernard Lyon I and INSA, Lyon France.  His employment included :  Consulting 

engineer in Morocco (1991-2003); Director of Information and Documentation 

Division, African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), Senegal (1983-1991) 

; Technical Expert on Information and Documentation, ARCT, Senegal (1982- July 1983); Researcher, 

Centre National de Coordination et Planification de la Recherche Scientifique et Technique 

(CNCPRST), Morocco (1981-1982); and Computer Analyste, Direction de la Conservation foncière et 

des travaux topographiques, Morocco (1974-1977). 

 

 

1.2  ICT Sector (Chair: Gabriel Deek)  
 

Gabriel Deek, Secretary General, Professional Computer Association (PCA), 

Lebanon 

gdeek@pca.org.lb 

 

As founder and CEO of Digital Media Solutions Companies and Manager of 

eBusiness Solutions Activities for the past 25 years, Mr. Gabriel Deek was 

involved in multiple projects related to eBusiness Infrastructure, Multimedia, 

Advanced Collaboration, Video Production and Post-Production, and News-

Room Automation Systems.  He is the General Manager of OmniSystems sal, an affiliate company to 

OmniTech Holdings and MDS Holdings.  While keeping a close relationship with the Academia, he 

joined the PCA (Professional Computer Association) in 1996 and was elected Secretary General in 

March 2003 and President in March 2007, he acts on community initiatives aiming to bridge the 

Digital Divide. He also chairs the Organizing Committee of the Golden Chip Awards since its 

creation in 1999, a competition intended to discover and support young talents and promote their 

work in the business community all over the Arab World.  He was recently appointed as Special 

Ambassador in the Arab Region for the World Summit Award a UN GAID supported initiative. 

 

Jawad J. Abbassi, Founder and General Manager, Arab Advisors Group, and 

member of the Arab Jordan Investment Bank Group 

jawad@arabadvisors.com 

 

Mr. Jawad J. Abbassi founded the Arab Advisors Group (AAG) in 2001, and has 

15 years of experience in the telecommunications, Internet and data 

communications fields.  As General Manager, Mr. Abbassi directs the research 

and consulting activities of the AAG in addition to steering its marketing 

mailto:mohamedt@uneca.org
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operations.  In 2005, the Arab Jordan Investment Bank (AJIB) and the AAG concluded an agreement of 

joint ownership that enabled strategic synergies to enhance the quality and scope of services provided.  

Prior to founding the AAG, Mr. Abbassi worked as a senior telecommunications and technology 

consultant with the Yankee Group in Boston, USA.  Between 1998 and 2000, he was a Senior Analyst 

with the communications research arm of the Economist Intelligence Unit in Boston.  Mr. Abbassi holds 

a BSc in Engineering from the American University in Cairo (Egypt, 1993), and have received an 

academic scholarship to complete his MSc in Information Systems from the London School of 

Economics (United Kingdom, 1998). 

 

Salam Yamout, Cisco/Partnership for Lebanon, Lebanon 

syamout@cisco.com 

 

Ms. Salam Yamout is a Program Manager for Corporate Social Responsibility at 

Cisco since 2005.  She is currently leading the Partnership for Lebanon 

initiative.  Her 20 years experience includes the development of ICT systems for 

both private and public sectors in the USA and Lebanon.  She also performed 

various consultancies for the Lebanese Government and international 

organizations such as the UNDP, ESCWA, and EU.  Ms. Yamout obtained a BS in Electrical and 

Computer Engineering in 1985 from Valparaiso University, Indiana, USA, a MS in Electrical and 

Computer Engineering in 1987 from the University of Arizona, Tucson, USA, and an MBA in 2005 

from the Ecole Supérieure des Affaires (ESA), Beirut, Lebanon. She is a founding member and 

president of Women in Information Technology (IT) organization and Secretary General of the MIT 

Enterprise Forum for the Pan Arab Region.  She is active in other non-governmental organizations, 

including the Lebanese Transparency Association and the MEPI Alumni Association. 

 

Nicholas Rouhana, Berytech, Lebanon 

nrouhana@bth.berytech.org 

 

Dr. Nicolas Rouhana is a Telecommunications engineer from Université Saint-

Joseph, Beirut, with a PhD in Networking Systems from Université Pierre et 

Marie Curie, France.  He is a graduate from the INSEAD School of management 

(France), and a certified Business Counselor from UNIDO Entrepreneurship 

Development Center in Bahrain.  He is also an Accredited Business Advisor and 

Assessor by the OCR Oxford Cambridge body in UK, and an Accredited Resource 

Trainer by the Micro-Enterprise Acceleration Institute, Switzerland.  Since 2002, he has been the 

Business Incubation Director of Berytech Technological Pole, Lebanon, and is also a lecturer at the 

Faculty of Engineering of University Saint-Joseph, Beirut. 

 

Maroulla Haddad, Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA), Lebanon 

maroulla.haddad@tra.gov.lb 

 

Ms. Maroulla Haddad joined the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority 

(TRA) of Lebanon since its establishment in March 2007, as senior policy 

analysis expert.  Her principal accountabilities include drafting policies and 

guidelines covering different regulatory areas; reviewing established policies periodically for 

improvement in light of acquired experience; and recommending regulatory measures to assist in the 

realization of the universal service policy.  Before joining the TRA, Ms. Haddad was a consultant with 

Connexus Consulting, a consultancy firm specializing in telecom policy, regulation, and strategy.  Ms. 

Haddad has a degree of Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical Engineering, minor in Business and IT, 

from the American University of Beirut. 
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1.3  ICT Infrastructure (Chair: Sami Al -Basheer Al -Mourshid)  
 

Jaroslaw Ponder, ITU 

jaroslaw.ponder@itu.int 

 

Mohammed Mohsen, Cisco, Lebanon 

momohsen@cisco.com 

 

Robert Madi, Regional IT Director, Mindshare Mena, Lebanon 

robert.madi@mindsharemena.com 

 

Mr. Robert Madi is currently the Regional IT Director of MindShare Mena, a 

Media Agency with regional activities in the MENA region.  After spending 6 

years as a CIO at LBCI, where he managed ICT tools and systems and worked in a 

very dynamic environment in one of the top-five TV stations in the region.  He 

progressed throughout the different IT positions, from a programming to technical 

and systems work, to managerial positions in several companies.  Mr. Madi is certified in various 

security domains.  He got the CISM certification in 2003 (Certified Information Security Manager) and 

an ISMS Lead Auditor in 2006.  He is results oriented, and has structured his capabilities to be a 

certified Project Manager, in Prince2 foundation.  He has worked in various international companies, 

such as Unilever, UNDP, and a number of local Lebanese companies. 

 

Marwan Hanna, Syrian Telecommunication Establishment (STE), Syrian Arab Republic 

marwan.hanna@syriantelecom.sy 
 
Mr. Marwan Hanna holds an Electrical Engineering degree from the University of Damascus (1981).  

Since 2008, he manages the telecommunication network of the Syrian Telecommunication 

Establishment (STE).  He is also a consultant to the STE Director General, and assists the Engineers 

Syndicate on the subject of digital communications.  Before joining the STE, he directed 

telecommunications in Damascus rural areas (2004-2006), and have worked in various capacities within 

the activities of national telecommunications services.  

 

Mahmood AlShaikhli, Director General, Directorate of  Information 

Technology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Iraq 

m.k.sharief@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Mahmood Al-Shaikhli holds a PhD in Computer Engineering from the Iraqi 

University of Technology (Baghdad, 2003), and an MSc in Control and Computer 

Engineering (1985) and a BSc in Electronic Engineering (1979) from the same 

university.  He was appointed in 2003 as the Director General of the IT 

Department in the Iraqi Ministry of Science and Technology, and in 2004 as a National Chief 

Information Officer by dissolved Governing Council.  Dr. AlShaikhli's mission include: incubate the 

National Chief Information Officer; head the national e-Government committee; conduct IT research; 

provide ICT consultation and capacity building, coordinate the national effort to establish the e-

Government, and operate and maintain the Govnet Project ï an Intranet between few Iraqi Ministries, 

within an agreement with the Italian Government. 
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1.4  Internet Governance/ADNS (Chair: Ahmed El -Sherbini )  
 

Marco Obiso, ICT Applications and Cybersecurity Advisor, 

Telecommunication Development Bureau (TDB), International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

marco.obiso@itu.int 
 
Mr. Marco Obiso graduated in Computer Science from the University of Rome. 

He went on to complete further studies at the IBM Networking Laboratories. He 

joined Unisys Corporation as Technology Consultant developing solutions and 

implementing system integration projects. He subsequently worked for Ernst & 

Young consulting, coordinating IT strategy projects.  In 2000 Mr. Obiso moved to Geneva to start 

working at the ITU as an associate expert in the area of Network Engineering. Within the Information 

Systems Department, he participated in several areas including: network infrastructure, system 

integration and application cooperation, becoming IT Service Management coordinator.  He then 

moved to the ITU Corporate Strategy Division as Programme Manager, providing advice concerning 

technical developments and trends in the ICT sector, Internet and Cybersecurity related issues and 

emerging ICT technologies. Mr. Obisio is currently an ICT applications and Cybersecurity Advisor 

for the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), in charge of the ITU-D work 

Programme dealing with E-Strategies, Internet and Cybersecurity. 

 

Baher Esmat, Manager, Regional Relations ï Middle East, ICANN, Egypt  

baher.esmat@icann.org 
 
Mr. Baher Esmat is part of ICANN Global Partnerships. He joined ICANN in 

February 2006 from the Egyptian Ministry of Communications and Information 

Technology (MCIT), where he had served since 2002, most recently as Telecom 

Planning Manager, where his responsibilities included projects relating to 

communications infrastructure and service development within the framework 

of building Egyptôs Information Society.  Mr. Esmat is a former member of the WSIS Working Group 

on Internet Governance (WGIG), and served as Chair of the Egyptian IPv6 Task Force until he joined 

ICANN.  H received a Bachelors degree in Electronics and Communications Engineering from Cairo 

University in June 1993, and a Masters degree in Computer Science from the American University in 

Cairo in June 1999. 

 

Ibaa Oueichek, Ministry of Communications and Technology (MOCT), Syria 

oueichek@tarassul.sy 

 

Mr. Ibaa Oueichek is currently an advisor to the Syrian Minister of 

Communications and Technology, and leading the Arab Working Group on 

domain names and Internet issues of the Council of Arab Ministers of 

Communications.  He holds a PhD in Computer Science from the National 

Institute of Polytechniqe Grenoble (1996), and an engineering degree in 

information technology from the School of Informatics and Applied Mathematics, France (1990).  He 

was the Director of the exchange of data in the Public Institution for Telecommunication (2006-2007) 

and a researcher and teacher at the HIAST in Syria (1996-2006). 

 

Charles Sha'ban, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-ORG), Jordan  

cshaban@agip.com 

 

Charles Sha'ban is the Executive Director of Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) and a 

member of the Multi-stakeholder Advisory Group (MAG) of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF). 

He is experienced in Information Technology (IT) policies development and implementation 

mailto:marco.obiso@itu.int
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strategies with extensive technical, management and training experience in IT including E-Commerce 

and Internet. In addition to rich exposure to Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs), generic and country 

code Domain Names, and Multilingual/Internationalized Domain Name issues. Charles holds a 

Bachelor Degree in Computer Science, from the University of Jordan, and his international 

professional memberships currently include: International Trademarks Association (INTA), 

Intellectual Property Constituency (IPC) of ICANN, International Federation of Intellectual Property 

Attorneys (FICPI), International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) ï Business Action to support the 

information Society (BASIS) besides others. 

 

George Salama, Senior Program Officer, Internet Policy Unit, National 

Telecom Regulatory Authority, Egypt 

gvictor@tra.gov.eg 

 

Mr. George Victor Salama holds a Bachelor of Science Computer Science ï 

minor Electronics, from the American University in Cairo, and a Masters of 

Science in Business IT from Middlesex University UK.  He is currently working 

in PhD research on Internet Governance with Tamper University in Finland.  Mr. 

Salama is a Senior Program Officer at National Telecom Regulatory Authority 

(NTRA) in the International Technical Coordination Department.  He is also a member of the Arab 

team for Domain Names and Internet Issues under the umbrella of the League of Arab States and the 

Arabic Script IDN Working Group. 

 

1.5  Panel: Investment and ICT Financing (Chair: Samir Aita)  
 

Samir Aita , General Manager, A Concept and Le Monde Diplomatique 

Editions Arabes, France 

aita@mafhoum.com 

 

Mr. Samir Aita graduated from the Ecole Polytechnique, Ecole Nationale des 

Ponts et Chaussees, Ecole des Hautes en Sciences Sociales and Centre de 

perfectionnement des Affaires (HEC).  He worked for 15 years in the industry:  

at the French Atomic Energy Commission for the design of energy producing 

nuclear power plants, at Engineering Systems International on computer 

generated virtual  prototyping (automobiles, trains, etc.), and as Chairman CEO of Framasoft.  In 

1993, he moved to work on the development of industrial projects in the Arab countries: oil and gas, 

irrigation, tourism.  In 2000, he founded A Concept (mafhoum), a consulting firm in economy, 

finance, and information technologies.  He performed consultancy works in these fields for Arab 

countries governments and international organizations.  In addition, he is since 2005 the General 

Manager and Editor in Chief of Le Monde diplomatique editions arabes. 

 

Nabil Sukkar , Managing Director, Syrian Consulting Bureau For Development 

and Investment (SCBDI), Syria 

nsukkar@scbdi.com 

 

Dr. Nabil Sukkar is the founder of the Syrian Consulting Bureau for 

Development and Investment. He holds a PhD in Economics from Indiana 

University, USA.  He worked at the World Bank in Washington D.C., first, as a 

Macro-Economist in the West Africa Region, then, as a Financial Analyst in the 

South Asia Region and last as a Senior Projects Economist in the Middle East Region. In the period 

between 1987 and 1990, he conducted a major six-volume study on the Syrian economy which 

contained proposals for the stabilization, restructuring and marketization of the economy and its 

mailto:nsukkar@scbdi.com
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sectors.  In 1991 he settled in Damascus to set up SCB. Since then he has been conducting his 

consultancy business and writing on Syrian economic reform, the impact of globalization, enhancing 

competitiveness, promoting technological upgrading and other related subjects.  

 

Muwaffaq Abu Aqola, Member of Board of Commissioners, 

Telecommunication Regulatory Commission, Jordan 

Muwaffaq.abu-aqola@trc.gov.jo  
 

Mr. Muwaffaq Abu Aqola has been working for the Telecommunication 

Regulatory Commission (TRC) in Jordan since 1995 as  a member of the Board 

of Commissioners, and until then he was the director of the Regulatory and the 

Economics Departments at the TRC. He worked also as the director of the 

Investment Promotion department at Jordan Investment Board, and as head of 

the Economics division at the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources.  He has around 24 years of 

experience in the field of Telecommunications, Energy, Economics, Investment and competition, 

during which he participated in many local and international seminars and conferences and 

represented Jordan's in several official missions.  Mr. Abu Aqola holds a Masters degree in 

Economics from the University of Tsukuba in Japan. 

 

Nicholas Rouhana, Berytech ï Lebanon 

nrouhana@bth.berytech.org 
Appears in session on ICT Sector 

 

 

1.6  Panel: New Regional Projects for the RPoA -  Subjects 

Related to Strategies   
 

Ibaa Oueichek, Ministry of Communications and Technology (MOCT), Syria 

oueichek@tarassul.sy 
Appears in session on Internet Governance/ADNS 

 

Mansour Farah, Chief, ICT Policies Section, ICT Division, ESCWA 

farah14@un.org  
Appears in session on Regional ICT Strategies 

 

Rami Zaatari , IT Officer, ICT Applications Section, ICT Division, ESCWA 

zaatari@un.org 

 

Rami joined ESCWA in 2006 as a first officer at the ICT division; he was later 

assigned as the team leader of the Information Society Measurements team. He 

contributed to the publication of several studies, managed a number of meetings 

and workshops, and represented ESCWA in various regional and international 

ICT forums. 

 

Rami holds a Bachelor of Engineering degree in Computer and Communications from the American 

University of Beirut and a Master's of Science degree in Software Engineering from Boston 

University. He gained extensive experience in the telecom industry as a GSM specialist for Oger 

Telecom in Saudi Arabia, and as a senior software design engineer for Nortel Networks in the USA. 

He also gained teaching and research experience as a faculty member at the Computer Science 

department of Digipen Institute of Technology in Redmond, Washington. 
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Hania Sabbidin Dimassi, Researcher, ICT Applications Section, ICT Division, 

ESCWA  

dimassi@un.org 

 

Ms. Hania Sabbidin Dimassi obtained a Computer and Communications 

Engineering degree in 2002 and a Master of Engineering Management in 2006, 

both from the American University of Beirut, Lebanon.  She is a member of the 

Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).  Ms. Dimassi is 

currently a researcher at the ICT Division of ESCWA, and has contributed to 

the writing of several studies and the organization of many meetings and conferences.  She has also 

been involved in the design and implementation of a field projects on subjects such as the digital 

Arabic content, Arabic domain names, and technology-based rural development. 

 

1.7  National ICT Strategies (Chair: Amr Armanazi)  
 

Ahmed El-Sherbini, Deputy Minister, Ministry of CIT/NTI, Egypt  

sherbini@mcit.gov.eg, sherbini@nti.sci.eg 

 

Dr. Ahmed El-Sherbini holds a PhD in Electrical and Communication 

Engineering, Case Western University, USA (1983), an MSc in Communication 

Engineering, Cairo University, Egypt (1980), and his BSc degree in Electrical 

Engineering was in Distinction with Honor from Cairo University, Egypt 

(1977).   Dr. El-Sherbini is currently Deputy to the Minister of Communications 

and Information Technology (CIT) for International Cooperation, and Director 

of the National Telecommunication Institute (NTI),  Ministry of CIT, Egypt.  He is a Professor in 

Electrical and Communication Engineering at the Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University, Egypt; 

Board Member of the National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority, Egypt; Former Cultural 

Counselor and Director of the Educational Bureau, Egyptian Embassy in CANADA; Vice-Chairman 

of the TDAG (Telecommunication Development Advisory Group), International Telecommunication 

Union (ITU); and Vice-Chairman of the Arab Organization for Information and Communication 

Technology (Arab league).  He has received the First Degree Medal of Excellence awarded from the 

President of Egypt 1995, and the Egyptian State Award in Engineering Science 1987.  His scientific 

activities include supervising PhD and MSc thesis in the field of Communications, Networks and IT, 

publishing more than 80 research papers in periodicals and conferences, and editing and co-authoring 

of 13 books in Communications and IT fields. 

 

Tania Zaroubi , Senior ICT Project Manager, OMSAR, Lebanon 

tzaroubi@omsar.gov.lb 

 

Ms Tania Zaroubi is a Senior ICT Project Manager with the UNDP Project at 

the Lebanese "Office of the Minister of State for Administrative Reform 

(OMSAR)".  She joined OMSAR in 1996 for managing a number of major 

public ICT projects. In 2003, she was the lead-author of two national documents 

for WSIS and was part of the official delegation headed by the President of the 

Republic. Ms. Zaroubi advises and attends meetings of the Ministerial ICT Committee in Lebanon, 

chaired by the Prime Minister, and is leading on the National e-Government Strategy of Lebanon.  

She is also a board member of several NGOs in Lebanon and is the president of the Information 

Systems and Audit Control Association (ISACA) in Lebanon.   Tania holds an Honors degree in 

Computer Science from the University of Essex in England, and is a Certified Information Security 

Auditor, a Certified Prince II Practitioner (Project Management Methodology) and is an active 

member of the Project Management Institute (PMI).   

 


