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Gedaref digital city organization (GDCO) is NGOs
(G d f S d ) b t i PPP GDCO i th f d(Gedaref Sudan) but is PPP. GDCO is the founder
of the first national Telecentre academy in Africa
and the 13th in the world (Sudan national
Telecentre academy SuNTA). GDCO is the winner
of information for development award (i4d e-India
2007) also the winner of i4d 2008 awards for the2007) also the winner of i4d 2008 awards for the
best innovations at the grassroots Telecentre.
Digital city of Eindhoven (DSE) donated 750
computers to GDCO and more than tencomputers to GDCO and more than ten
community development projects were
established using ICT. GDCO is a part of
Telecentre movement.



What is a Telecentre?

Telecentres are community place equipped with ICT
equipment (computers, mobiles, printers, faxes, video
conferences, ) providing e-services to the community to) p g y
facilitate the life and make it more comfortable. It is an
economical key factor which save the community a lot of
money and time.



Telecentres Challenges

1- ICT is not part of our culture and not a priority In 
Sudan

2 Quality of training and certification2- Quality of training and certification
2- Financial sustainability
4- Technical support  and management
5- cost of infra structure
6- poverty and digital divide
7- low speed and high cost of internet  p g
8- Monopoly of  telecommunications companies 

(one service provider).



The Objectives of GDCO

1- Best utilization of ICT for community development

The Objectives of GDCO

1- Best utilization of ICT for community development
2- Improve quality of training to enhance community

capacity building .
3 Sharing experiences and best practices3- Sharing experiences and best practices
4- Bridging the digital divide and inclusion of disabled

through ICT.
5 Establishment of strong partnership to support and5- Establishment of strong partnership to support and

sustain existing Telecentre and establish new ones



GDCO Projects  

1- Training and capacity building,
2- Sudan Telecentre academy (SuNTA)
3- e-farmer (e-agriculture)
4- e-medicine (e-health)
5-Gedaref university support (e-education)5 Gedaref university support (e education)
6- Include the excluded
7- Speeding e-government
8 Graduate support8- Graduate support
9- Using of ICT for disaster control



1- E-agriculture

1- Huge data base for the crops prices was formed and more than 20
crops ( sorghum or Dura 8 types , sesame, gum Arabic,
vegetables 15 types and 4 kinds of animals ) were recorded.



www gedaref com/marketswww.gedaref.com/markets

Crop  sorghum ( Dura)  prices ( 7 crops)

Sesame crop price

More information about sesame , traders, 



2- More than 13.000 farmers and farms with their
information are installed in the system of Gedarefinformation are installed in the system of Gedaref
mechanized corporation GMC.

3- An agro mobile will provide 6 e-services to the
farmers traders companies or any one who need itfarmers, traders, companies or any one who need it.
(a/ Daily weather forecast b/ Crops prices. c/
fertilizers applications d/ Agriculture News beak. e/
online support (help desk) f/ animal prices )online support (help desk). f/ animal prices.)

4- These services are provided in 4 ways a- SMS, b-
voice messages, c- internet. d- through a 3rd party
for illiterate peoplefor illiterate people.

5-- SIFSIA is going to distribute 10.000 mobiles to the
farmers to encourage using the services and another
10 000 will be distributed10.000 will be distributed.



2- Include the Excluded

Disabled individuals are still excluded from many
f lif i ll th i f ti t h lareas of life specially the information technology

(IT) . Include the excluded project is the biggest
humanitarian project in GDCO. Inclusion of thep j
people with special needs (disabled) is a very big
issue and it is very difficult for one part to tackle so
strong partnership (PPP) is neededstrong partnership (PPP) is needed.



Objectives of  the disabled project

1- ICT training is an important  economic  and social  
key factor   

2- Bridging the digital divide and readiness for2- Bridging the digital divide and readiness for 
employing.  

3- Promote the inclusion of the disabled.
4 Help them to be self dependent and help their4- Help them  to be self dependent and help their 

families  
5- Providing the dump and deaf an alternative 

language (e mail & chat )language (e-mail & chat ). 
6- Poverty reduction through the ICT
7- Sharing knowledge and experience to help the 

disableddisabled
8- vocational training



Achievements

1- GDCO trains the disabled for free and provide
some of them with free computers. More than 300p
disabled were trained (159 deaf and 140 physical
disabled)

2- inclusion of the disabled in the community2- inclusion of the disabled in the community
through ICT.

3- Using the deaf to promote to easiness of learning
tcomputers .

4- Train some of them as trainers (TOT) which help
us to shorten the period of training and reducep g
the cost .



5- With the help of digital city of Eindhoven GDCO
donated more than 150 PCs to train the disabled
( disabled union deaf schools NGOs)( disabled union, deaf schools, NGOs)

6- Brail printer, brail holly Quran, early deaf
discovery equipment,

7- NTC celebrate the World Telecommunications
Day May 17, 2008 at GDCO organization in
Khartoum and 70 deaf students graduatedg
(theme was connected disabled).



8- With the support of IDRC and DSE two
Telecentres are going to be established inTelecentres are going to be established in
Khartoum university and Gedaref university for
training the blinds. (53 graduate blinds).

9 GDCO i t hi ith CAIHAD (S i )9- GDCO in partnership with CAIHAD (Syria)
developed an Arabic encyclopedia (1200 pages,
10 volumes, 10 CD) for mental retarded disabled., )

10- GDCO and CAIHAD work on a proposal for a
new project with ESCWA-UN with 4 components
(vocational training and capacity building(vocational training and capacity building ,
printing press, Telecentres, printing the
encyclopedia) and it will be replicated in ESCWA

iregion.



3- Tele-health and e-education 

Medicine is an art of caring sick people
1 Form a data base for the health (511- Form a data base for the health (51

computers to Gedaref hospital and medical
centres).centres).

2- Constructing telemedicine units to deliver
healthcare or clinical services to the
community

3- portable clinics
4 120 t t G d f i it4- 120 computers to Gedaref university
5- 2 e-library units (50.000 dollars)



4- ICT 4 Disasters Control

In the year 2007 the bird flu spread in many places of Sudan
and many chickens were been killed. farmers has very
little information about this disease outbreak. GDCO
made a very essential poster about this disease containmade a very essential poster about this disease contain
the history, the symptoms, precaution and treatment and
distributed more than 3000 posters and deliver speech in
many place and the farmers get relaxed and they stopmany place and the farmers get relaxed and they stop
killing the chickens



ICT 4 Disaster control (bird flu)ICT 4 Disaster control (bird flu)










