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Summary

This report provides a brief on the work of the Statistics Division at ESCWA in supporting
the National Accounts and Economic Statistics in general and the implementation of the 2008
SNA in the ESCWA member countries. The regional and national strategies , the
methodological work and Other Related Work in Economic Statistics. It provides as well the
status of development and implementation of the national strategy for development of
statistics (NSDS) as reported by Paris 21 as of May 2013 for developing countries in the
region and the by the unified strategy for statistics in the GCC countries. It highlights the
gaps in compiling the accounts and the challenges and the stages to be set for implementing
the 2008 SNA. It ends with general recommendations for the 2008 SNA implementation in
the Arab Countries.
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Introduction

1. The 2008 System of National Accounts (SNA) replaces the version from 1993 to
better reflect statistics in modern societies. It helps decision-makers to get information on the
structure and evolution of a country’s economy. access main macroeconomic indicators to
monitor an economy’s overall performance. analyze the current situation, identify major
problems and make economic forecasts for development.

2. Following mandates formulated by the UN Statistical Commission (UNSC) and the
ESCWA Statistical Committee, the United National Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) and the United National Statistics Division (UNSD), UNESCWA
regards the compilation of national accounts and implementation of the 2008 SNA and
supporting statistics as one of the priority areas in the Arab region within its regular work
programme, as well as extra budgetary project proposals.

3. In countries of the ESCWA region the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) are the
primary institution responsible for the development and implementation of the SNA except in
Egypt where the responsibility lies in the Ministry of Planning. In Lebanon, a special unit in
the Council of Ministers was responsible for compiling national accounts and starting from
June 2013, the Central Administration of Statistics will .be responsible of compilation nd
dissemination of the National Accounts. The Central Banks and Ministries of Finance are
also included in the framework as compilers of related economic statistics and data providers
for the SNA compilation.

Strategies of implementation of 2008 SNA in ESCWA countries

Regional strategies

4. During an expert group meeting on National Accounts held in 2009, UNESCWA
initiated the process for a smooth transition to the 2008 SNA by identifying the main
challenges and obstacles faced by the countries in the region during the implementation of the
1993 SNA. Highlighting those obstacles was considered a first step in anticipating potential
challenges that might hinder the transition to the 2008 SNA and ought to be addressed and
eliminated whether the change over to 2008 SNA would be from the 1968 the 1993 SNA

5. UNESCWA developed the outline of a regional strategic plan for the implementation
of 2008 SNA which was presented in a publication on the status of SNA implementation in
Western Asia Region along with the sources and methods followed by countries in the
compilation of national accounts statistics, shedding the light on the challenges and obstacles
hindering the effective implementation. The regional strategic plan proposed by UNESCWA
closely resembles the organizational structure put in place for the International Comparison
Program (ICP) to promote sound macroeconomic management and evidence-based policy
formulation through a sustained regionally and internationally consistent process of
compilation and reporting of national accounts. The plan tackled the relevant challenges, such
as financial and human resources required, as well as coordination and linkage to the overall
ESCWA National Accounts and Economic Statistics activities. The main idea of the proposed

2 UNSD. Implementation of the 2008 SNA Activities of the regional commissions Item 3 (c) of the provisional
agenda http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc12/BG-ISWGNA.pdf
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plan was to establish a coordinating governance structure that would guide the development,
implementation and monitoring of the 2008 SNA.

6. The Statistics Division at ESCWA, in collaboration with UNSD and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), organized a seminar on the implementation of the System of
National Accounts 2008 in the Western Asia Region in May 2010 in Oman. Senior managers
of economic statistics and national accounts programmes from national statistical offices in
the ESCWA region, together with experts from ESCWA SD and UNSD created a forum for
discussion and agreement on the regional and national implementation programmes.

7. The regional plan was endorsed by all participants at the seminar. The regional
implementation programme for the 2008 SNA and supporting economic statistics has the
objective of developing comparable economic statistics for member states in the Western Asia
region to monitor the integration of their economies.

8. During the 9th and 10th sessions of the ESCWA Statistical Committee in October
2010, and January 2013 the implementation of the 2008 SNA was discussed and identified as
a priority area. The Statistics Division at ESCWA presented to the member countries the
governance and coordination structure of the regional strategic plan for the implementation of
the 2008 SNA in the ESCWA region.

9. The regional implementation plan and the overall strategy was further developed,
discussed and agreed upon during an Expert Group Meeting on National Accounts held in
July 2011, followed by a meeting of ESCWA Statistical Bureau in December 2011.

10.  UNESCWA has thus proposed a project during 2012-2015, with the objective to
initiate the formulation of an implementation programme for the 2008 SNA and supporting
economic statistics with the objective to develop comparable economic statistics for member
states in the ESCWA region as a whole to monitor the integration of their economies. It is
expected that this initiative would lead to a multi-year programme to move the countries over
to the 2008 SNA and to establish a minimum common data set of annual and high frequency
statistics.

11.  Within the same framework, the 2011 ICP round continuous have a crucial regional
role in the development of the national accounts statistics and the capacity building in the
Western Asia region. The initiatives taken by the Statistics Division at UNESCWA to secure
extra budgetary funds and propose additional projects and activities for the improvement of
data sources of national accounts statistics, its compilation, the transition to the 2008 SNA
and the improvement of short term economic statistics indicators are included in the work
plan.

12.  Moreover, ESCWA is planning to take part in the Development Account Project on
“Interregional Cooperation on the use of Data on Informal Sector and Related Information to
Achieve Exhaustiveness of National Accounts” led by UNECA, to enhance exhaustiveness of
GDP and improve the coverage and comparability of national accounts.

13. The Statistics Division at UNESCWA has obtained funds for a Development Account
project on “Short Term Economic Statistics” in collaboration with UNSD and IMF/METAC
which is expected have a positive impact on the overall regional capacities of national
statistical offices in the field of economic statistics in general.
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14. Also, among the other activities worth mentioning is the development account project
on energy statistics which will promote the implementation of SEEA energy (2011-2013), and
other activities that will be conducted in 2012 on International trade in services and industrial
statistics.

National strategies for statistics and for SNA implementation

15. Due to the diversity of the National Accounts systems and different levels of
implementation among countries of the region, the implementation plan for four pilot
countries was agreed upon by ESCWA member countries to start at the national level to
represent the national accounts situation in the entire ESCWA region and a project was
funded by UNESCWA in 2012-13 and extended to 2014-15 to assist pilot countries in
implementation. Each of the four pilot countries will represent a sub-region of ESCWA in
terms of the situation of the national accounts compilation and system implementation. This
required separate advisory missions in 2012 and 2013 to each country for assessment and
tailoring a national strategic action plan that best fits its needs. As each of the four pilot
countries initiates its national implementation plan, national and a regional workshops will be
conducted to share the experience, knowledge and implementation techniques of the four pilot
countries with the rest of the region and with the sub-regions that each pilot country
represents, and discuss difficulties and challenges encountered and recommendations to
overcome potential obstacles. The first of this series of workshop is taking place 23-27 June
2013 in Amman: A national workshop for Jordan on 23 June 2013 that brings together main
users and prodders of National Accounts to set forth an implementation strategy for 2008
SNA implementation plan in Jordan’. The outcome of the regional workshop will provide
material that will be documented into a guidance manual for the ESCWA region on the
implementation of the 2008 SNA, leading to development and initiation of a concrete regional
action plan, in collaboration with the national accounts experts involved in the
implementation of the national implementation plans in the 4 pilot countries.

Methodological work

16. A prerequisite for the implementation of 2008 SNA in the Western Asia region is the
availability of an Arabic version of the 2008 SNA. The national statistical office of Kuwait
has put a great effort into translating the updated System of National Accounts and submitted
to UNESCWA a first draft of an Arabic version of the 2008 SNA in July 2011. Gratitude and
acknowledgment are extended on behalf of UNESCWA and all member countries in Western
Asia to Kuwait for the great work done and the efforts exerted. The translation of the glossary
of 2008 SNA has also been reviewed by UNESCWA to assure consistency of technical terms.

17. A study on “Economic Statistics in the ESCWA Region: Sources and Methods” was
published in 2011 highlighting the importance of the different sources of data and the
mechanism for updating the data, with reference to international recommendations and best
practices. The study provided an assessment of the situation in Western Asia on source data
availability for national accounts estimation, based on the responses of ESCWA member
countries to a questionnaire designed for the study. Another study is planned for 2013 that
highlights the importance of high frequency indicators and their benefit in economic analysis,
and identifies priority short term statistics specific for Western Asia region”.

3 http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=3155E
* Draft concept note: Short-term economic statistics for the Arab region (E/ESCWA/SD/2012/IG.1/CRP.3.
http://css.escwa.org.lb/sd/1986/18¢.pdf
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Other Related Work in Economic Statistics

18.  Under the framework of the 2011 round of the International Comparison Programme,
a regional meeting for the National Accounts experts of ESCWA member countries was held
on the fringe of the 4u ICP regional workshop in November 2011. The meeting discussed the
road map to be followed and the importance of initiating the regional implementation plan for
2008 SNA in Western Asia region, starting with a revised draft of the Arabic translation of
the 2008 SNA as a prerequisite for its implementation in the region.

19. The list of meetings, publications and technical assistance missions are listed in the
Annexes [, 11, and III respectively.

Setting an Implementation plan for 2008 SNA for Arab countries

20.  According to the global statistical initiative on the Implementation Programme for the
2008 SNA and supporting statistics which was mandated by the Statistical Commission at its
fortieth session following the adoption of the 2008 SNA as the international standard for the
compilation and dissemination of national accounts. It takes as a starting point the different
levels of implementation of the SNA in various countries. It acknowledges the need for
coordinated action, not only at the international level but also at regional and sub-regional
levels and emphasizes the need for close cooperation with regional commissions and sub-
regional organisations.

21. Each country was encouraged to review with its users the relevant changes from the
1993 SNA to the 2008 SNA that are applicable to the country and consider its adoption. At
the same time, user consultation should revisit the scope, detail and quality of the accounts
and supporting economic statistics by taking a view on which socio-economic and financial
policies have to be informed by the structural and short-term economic statistics, including
annual and quarterly national accounts.

22. In an attempt to support its member countries from Economies in Transition on 2008

SNA implementation, the Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) proposed a structure

of a national plan on the basis of the global plan.’ The three distinct stages that were identified

for the implementation of the 2008 SNA and supporting statistics through a multi-year

programme, irrespective of the level of statistical development were as follows:

e Stage I. Review of strategic framework and detailing of national and regional
implementation programmes;

e Stage II. Adaptation of classification frameworks, business registers and frames, surveys,
administrative data sources and information technology infrastructure;

e Stage III. Application of adapted frameworks and source data, backcasting and changeover
to 2008 SNA.

23. In the following matrix, a regional assessment for ESCWA countries is presented from
available information as per the structure proposed by ECE. Countries are expected to
develop their own matrices for each of the stages to help them set a national implementation
plan. ESCWA assisted Jordan up till now to set up their national implementation strategy for
2008 SNA.

3 UNECE. 2012. Report of activities to support the implementation of the 2008 System of National Accounts in Eastern
European and Central Asian countries.
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Stage 1. Identification of existing challenges, Dialogue with Users on needs and
priorities, understanding changes to 2008 SNA
2008 (A <l udil) agh g (gl Y1 g claliaV¥) o dpeddival) aa ) gall g cAadldl) cibpaadl) pass Aa .

A) Issue/Challenge Results of ESCWA
questionnaires 2009° and 2011’

i 2l (g gas Al cilaadl)
201152009 & )5SV L3 yal 7 sase

'Work Needed < sihall Jal)
Time Frame (a3 JdY)
Need for TA - as ) 4alal)

1. Incomplete coverage of national as a result
of a lack of exhaustiveness of the accounts
themselves. Economic activities carried out in
establishments outside the list frame (informal
household units, and formal activities outside
the frame) are not covered in the regular
economic surveys and not adequately
captured by traditional statistical survey
instruments The lack of updated business
registers

e sall Ll ALK e dbaal)
Lot Sllaal) 3 g (B Gl oy
el ALY gusall i ¥

&b i A ApalaBy] L)

1id ol A Ul 2 A (e Cilsas 54
Jrdgen )l e dpdgmall HuY) i g
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el B el ) e il Slasyl
g lad O3l i ane Sl JSally
Uasg

2. Volume data: Constant price estimates of
production-side aggregates are mostly based
on the consumer price index, owing to the
absence of a system of producer and
wholesale prices, or on quantity indices of
output. The expenditure-side and income-side
aggregates at constant prices are frequently
not compiled. In many countries in the region,
the evaluation at current prices is also weak,
given the absence of information on key
aggregates, such as changes in inventories and
the operating surplus and/or mixed income. In
some cases, gross fixed capital formation is
not estimated at the level of its component,
but as an aggregated item. Consequently, a
true balancing process of the estimations from
the different sides is seldom carried out.

b a8 i Lo Qe 1 LiY) S
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Glef s lidl 4l il pigall )
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el g5 (e Sy o jeaie (5 gl
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3. The household sector is not always
appropriately defined for the compilation of
the sequence of accounts;

4. The Central Bank is not always treated as
part of general Government;

i &all ya e 3a Al Lo

5. Expenditure on oil exploration is not
included in capital formation or even in the
value of output, although several Gulf
countries have major oil reserves and
consequently significant exploration
activities;

AL el gl ledd anadiane
i) e Y z1a) ade pilgdll
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Laill e 5 S cldaliial zldll Glaly 4
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6. Reinvested earnings of foreign direct
investment are not included in factor income

das b b laind aef Al Y

¢ 1 ESCWA, 2009, Study on National Accounts in the ESCWA Region: Sources and Methods (E/ESCWA/SD/2009/16).

7 ESCWA, Study on Economic Statistics in the ESCWA Region: Sources and Methods (E/ESCWA/SD/2011/10), available
from: www.escwa.un.org/information/pubaction.asp?PubID=1158.
UNESCWA 2012. Progress achieved in the field of statistics since the ninth session of the statistical committee economic
statistics, including energy and environment statistics. EEESCWA/SD/2012/1G.1/5(Part I1I).
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from the rest of the world;

) Ay ) ) Jal ]

7. Indirectly measured financial
intermediation services are in most cases not
allocated to the final users;

Jaasll oe h_l:}i.\.\h L;; ém‘ﬂ\ G‘)JJ (:Jr_
Aad A i )l Gl 0 B
Oe el 63 ) (e e il jadl)
Laill e S Gldabiial zlall olaly
ala s UL L

8. Fixed asset consumption estimates are
weak, generating problems in the estimation
of gross and net values.
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9. The development of mechanisms to identify
the drawbacks in basic source data and
determine the extent of its weakness. The
main focus was centred on supply and use
tables, because they are the main tool for that
purpose and are essential for elaborating
input-output tables and social accounting
matrices. Advanced software for the
compilation of sequential accounts and supply
and use tables was considered important

S canal) wt&.mhﬂ bl g
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B) The main changes from 1993 SNA to
2008 SNA and their impacts (Annex 3 of
2008 SNA) (ESCWA paper prepared by
consultant Kotb Salem on behalf of
ESCWA) and as result of survey sent by
League of Arab States —Statistics Dep.

Ao 2008 liuall Hlai &l yual)
(shdail) @ gal) 5 4 pidl EY) 51993
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1.Further specifications of statistical units and

&LILA.\A}SEM 3.1;\‘).4_53:\3\.;4;\“ B.\;_;S\ :Y_;\

revisions in institutional sectoring Aaplatil) due Uadl)
2.Specifications of the scope of transactions Bl elld d Lay Sl Jlae ;LS
including the production boundary Y

3.Extension and further specification of the
concepts of assets, capital formation and
consumption of fixed capital

Jsa¥) alie Olaaad g ¢ EE
Juall Gl gl 5 Jall Gl 5 S35
)

4.Further refinement of the treatment and
definition of financial instruments and assets

Jsa¥l s Alall ol 5081 Cay jai s 2 Sletlal

5.Further specifications of the scope of
transactions concerning government and
public sector

Lo Sl e ebaal) (33 303« Lasla

6.Harmonization between concepts and
classifications of the SNA and BPM6

Gliriaill 5 asaliall (el pall ; Ludlas
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C) Identification of main institutions involved
in collecting and producing data for SNA and
establishment of institutional agreements for
2008 SNA implementation

o8 AL el Ciloan ) s 7
L2008 ale i sl

D) Prioritization for 2008 SNA based on user
needs and available resources

G 2008SNA - iy sl 5¥) s (3
Aalial) 3 gall 5 (peddivad) cilalis

18/06/2013



E) Inclusion of the implementation of 2008 2008 A 8l lluall aUas 345 &) 33 (.
SNA in the overall strategic plan of the han ) CiSall La) i) daall 3
statistical office i i

i) National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) in Arab Countries -Paris 21°

Country Existing strategy Next NSDS PRSP
Status Name Time Status Time Time Span
Algeria Completed, 2008-15 |Not yet planned
Djibouti Implementation 2009-13 |Planned 2008-12
Egypt* No Strategy Situation Planned 2007-12
Libya* No Strategy Being designed No Strategy|
Morocco* |[Strategy expired |P lan 2002-12 |Being designed 2005-25
Somalia No Strategy Planned No Strategy|
Sudan Strategy expired |Central 2003-08 |Being designed  [2012-16]2007-11
Tunisia* Strats gy e)’(pired Programme |2007-11 [Not yet planned 2012-16
Irag* awaiting adoption |Statistical 15011_14[2011-14 Not yet planned  [2010-14
Jordan* Implementation National 2008-13 |Being designed 2011-13
Palestine  |awaiting adoption [National  [2014-19 [Not yet planned 2011-13
Syrian Arab
Republic* [Strategy expired
Yemen Strategy expired | Statistical M|2006-10 [Planned 2011-15
13

Status Out of 13
No Strategy 3 23%
Completed,awaiting adoption 3 23%,
Implementation

2 15%
Strategy expired 5 38%
Next NSDS planned 4 31%

ii) Unified Strategy for Statistics for the GCC oalaall J sl Bas sall Ailian ) dpal il aladl Y
Lack of coverage for some basic statistical lan ) @l plisall (and Jgedl) are 5 Apdarill jCanial) Lalis
indicators: Nominal, real GDP, quarterly, and the a8l 5 «(s siw aa )l aall 5 can¥) ol il Mea) dpulud)
index of production, producers price indices, labor eCmniial | jlansY dpus Ll a8 Y1 5 5 ezl bl
market indicators, quarterly balance of payments, Clelas) iy sin a )l Gl daall G ey cdandl 3 3m Ql plisasg
foreign trade statistics, government finance Al Slelbaa) 5 dalall Ldld) Clebian) 5 jladl s sl
statistics, and environment statistics.

Disparities and delays by the GCC countries in Alany) Y adai & alaall J g0 U8 (e pualill g < glal)

apply international frameworks and standards Al sl

Application of the System of National Accounts in (& Jaall 52 1993 ale (8 jabuall dpe g8l Clluall alad (Galas
1993 and amended in 2008 Council states and Gl gill (o B Gl A (n daall 50 (35 22 2008 ole

inconsistencies in the application of daa sl libuall 2 Lo a 50 (A aaaliall 5 oy jlatll

recommendations and definitions of concepts of

the SNAs

F) Adoption of detailed implementation action 2l Luluadi Cle ) ) alaie ] (
lans

¥ http://www.paris21.org/sites/default/files/NSDS_Status_Table Mar2013.pdf
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Stage 2, Review of work needed to support implementation of 2008 SNA
2008 alad 4a gil) cillaal) a3 355 as Al da U Jlas Y1 () jaiaad <2 Al yal)

a) Adoption of classifications and other improvements in
business statistics and business registers

Cleban) 8 5 al clipuad s ciliatl slaicl (|
Al lasll 5 4 jlaill

b) Changes in business surveys to collect data for 2008
SNA

alad Gl aead 4 jlaill Jlae Y1 Cilelialiin & &l yuaill (0
SNA 2008

c) Adaptation of administrative data sources to the new
requirements

saal) illiall 4 oY Sl alas e Sl (7

d) IT and other changes

Gl aadll (e eyt 5 il slaall L ol 9385 (3

Stage 3. Development of National Accounts and changeover to 2008 SNA
SNA2008 () Jsaill g dza gil) cibusal) 4y ghii |3 Al yal)

Milestone 1. Basic indicators of GDP

Slaa ¥ sl m e Al < pdsall ] aleal)

Milestone 2. GNI and other primary indicators

GOAYN ALYl sl s dleaY) asil)l Jaall D aladll

Milestone 3. Institutional sector accounts

o3l g Ul Slilan 3 el

Proposed recommendations from the meeting participants

24, ESCWA presents the following recommendations to be discussed and set forth by the
participants to the high level meeting and regional seminar

25.  Urging governments to provide political support to develop an implementation
strategy for 2008 SNA regarding legislation, financing and institutional set-up and

coordination.

26. Calling on National Statistical Offices in the Arab Region in coordination with main
national partners to develop the 2008 implementation strategy with goal setting and time line
for implementation - Review of current status/papers on national accounts to include in
strategy, Identify work needed; and Change over to 2008 SNA.

27. Calling on international and regional organization and donors to support countries in
their implementation plans by providing technical support and funding.

28.  Providing assistance to the already established technical Committee on National

Accounts of the League of Arab States

29. Coordinating efforts on technical assistance and capacity building on 2008 SNA by
ESCWA, League of Arab Sates, IMF/METAC, UNSD and SESRIC.

18/06/2013
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ANNEX I- LIST OF MEETINGS, EXPERT GROUPS AND WORKSHOPS IN
ECONOMIC STATISTICS AND NATIONAL ACCOUNTS, INCLUDING
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS 2011-2013

Regional workshop on SITS, Muscat,

11-13 January
2011

In cooperation with the World Bank,
WTO, the League of Arab States and
Oman Ministry of National Economy

Third ICP regional workshop, Beirut,

26-28 January
2011;

ICP training workshop for Kuwait and
Iraq, Kuwait,

5-7 April 2011;

Regional workshop on constructing input
output tables, Kuwait

8-12 May 2011

In cooperation with AITRS;

Expert group meeting on national
accounts, Amman,

12-14 July 2011;

Fourth ICP regional workshop, Beirut, 17

21 October
2011;

Regional workshop on industrial statistics
for the Arab countries, Beirut, 15

16 November
2011

In cooperation with League of Arab
States, UNSD and (UNIDO);

Mission to Egypt to extract ICP household [31 January- 7

consumption data for Egypt and the Sudan, |February 2012;

ICP regional executive board meeting, , 27 February

New York 2012;

Mission to Kuwait to extract ICP 8 March 2012;

household consumption data and provide

training on ICP special surveys, 5

Fifth ICP regional workshop, Dead Sea, 12-15 March

Jordan, 2012;

Workshop on water accounts and statistics [20-22 March in cooperation with the European
for Mediterranean countries, Beirut, 2012 Environment Agency and UNSD;
Expert group meeting on energy statistics 20 April 2012;

and balance, Beirut, 18

National workshop on the Survey of ICT ~ 24-26 April

Use in the Business Sector in Irag, Beirut, [2012;

Subregional workshop on industrial
statistics for GCC countries, Doha,

8-10 May 2012

In cooperation with Gulf
Organization for Industrial
Consulting, UNSD and UNIDO;

Mission to Qatar for training on ICP 14-16 May
activities, Doha, 2012;
Mission to Bahrain for training on ICP 20-21 May
activities, Manama, 2012;

Regional workshop on statistics of
international trade in services, Amman,

12-14 June 2012

In cooperation with UNSD and
AITRS;

Workshop on national accounts activities
related to ICP, Amman,

17-18 July 2012;

Workshop on Remittances

24-25 April,
2013

In cooperation with IMF and CBJ
Jordan

Workshop on ICP-National Accounts
Istanbul

April 29- May 3,
2013

Workshop on Industrial Classifications
ESCWA Saudi Arabia

29 April-1May
2013

(September)

n cooperation with UNSD UNIDO
AIDMO and GOIC

18/06/2013
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ANNEX II. List of PUBLICATIONS IN ECONOMIC STATISTICS

Bulletin of Industrial Statistics for Arab
countries 2004-2010

2004-2010 4 2l Glalll Ao luall Cilebias ) 5 i

External Trade Bulletin of the Arab Region
- Issue 20 and 21

21 5 2032e] — | &) Aibial Ggm YN 5 el 5y

National Accounts Bulletin - Issues 31 and
32

30 31 aamdl - e gill cililoall 5

Statistical Abstract of the Arab Region -
Issues 31 and 32

30 531 2aedl - ) Sy dihiad iiliany) de gandll

Quarterly Inflation Outlook

@ pdaill fe dad

[CP Newsletter for the Western Asia region

\_\u’u)ﬂdjﬂ‘u\_\)\&d\gut_\);'&)w

Study on Economic Statistics in the
ESCWA Region: Sources and Methods,
2011

laall ) Sy dalaia 8 Apalaidy) clelasl!
Baainall Jils oll g

Sustainable Development Indicators for the
Arab Region, Guiding Principles and
Methodologies, 2011: Part 3 - Economic
Development Indicators,(ESCWA. LAS,
UNEP and CEDARE).

A yal) dahaial) L; Aol dlisal) daiill ) yliga
Claagiall 5 daean 5l (5ol
Al Y el ) 550

Study on Short Term Economic Statistics in
the ESCWA Region 2013 planned

18/06/2013

12




ANNEX III. LIST OF TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICES
(a) National accounts and economic statistics

Kuwait, Central Statistical Office, 4-9 December 2010, to assess the source and methods
used to compile the national accounts based on 1993 SNA and provide the authorities with
recommendations to improve national accounts and shift to the new 2008 SNA;

Jordan, Department of Statistics, 19-30 December 2010, to assist in developing a new
system of compiling quarterly national accounts;

Syrian Arab Republic, Central Bureau of Statistics and the Planning and International
Cooperation Commission, 9-20 January 2011, to assist in revising gross domestic product
(GDP) estimates at constant prices and compiling external trade price and volume indices;
Syrian Arab Republic, Central Bureau of Statistics, 3-7 April 2011, to conduct a training
course for the construction of supply and use tables for the year 2009 as a prerequisite to
build a national social accounting matrix which will be used for planning purposes;
United Arab Emirates, Dubai Statistics Center, 24 April-5 May 2011, to provide training
on price statistics, basics of national accounts, identification of proper methodologies, and
questionnaires and sampling techniques for conducting economic surveys;

Iraq, Central Organization for Statistics and Information Technology, 5-7 July 2011, on
the methodologies, sampling, classification system, designing questionnaires and
identifying the appropriate procedures for conducting internal trade surveys;

Jordan, Department of Statistics, 4-25 September 2011, to assist staff on methods and
sources used for compiling quarterly national accounts and training the staff on the Bench
program which is used in compiling quarterly GDP estimates consistent with annual
estimates;

Syrian Arab Republic, Central Bureau of Statistics, 30 January-3 February 2012, to assist
in balancing the supply and use table that was constructed by the national account team;
Syrian Arab Republic, Central Bureau of Statistics, 27 February-2 March 2012, to assist in
compiling the supplementary matrices to the supply and use table needed for compiling
the input-output tables for the year 2009;

Jordan, Department of Statistics, 2-25 March 2012, on rebasing the national accounts to
2006;

Kuwait, Central Statistical Office, 7-19 April 2012, to conduct a comprehensive
assessment of the methods and sources used for developing the new series of national
accounts at constant prices and to develop a strategic plan for the transition to 2008 SNA;
Qatar, Statistics Authority, 12-15 May 2012, to assist in developing real price indices and
develop an initial draft of the strategy for implementing 2008 SNA;

Oman, Ministry of National Economy, 19-30 May 2012, to conduct national workshops
on national accounts;

United Arab Emirates, National Statistics Centre, 3-7 June 2012, on compilation of supply
and use tables;

Jordan, Department of Statistics, 18 June-13 July 2012, to assess and adjust data sources
and methodologies used for compiling national accounts rebased to 2006.

Syria, CBS, 3-14 Dec. 2012: Provided technical. assistance. by conducting the final
workshop to finalize the work and the document regarding the supply and use table;
Kuwait, Central Satistical Bureau, 11-22 November 2012to provide technical assistant to
the on development of an action plan , to provide training on economic surveys,

UAE- Dubai Statistics Center, 3-13 Jan. 2013: to provide tech. assist. to the to follow up
on the progress made on the producers price index, industrial production index and to help
them in initializing price indices for the cost of material , Dubai

Jordan, Department of Statistics 3-15 March 2013:To assist DOS in implementing the first
step toward the implementation of SNA in Amman, Jordan during the period.
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(b) Price statistics, including ICP

United Arab Emirates, Dubai Statistical Center, 6-10 March 2011, to assist in choosing the
proper methodologies and identifying the required data sources needed for compiling real-
estate price indices;

United Arab Emirates, Dubai Statistical Center, 24 April-5 May 2011, to follow up progress
in the compilation of real-estate price indices and assist the Center in the compilation of the
Producer Price Index (PPI);

Egypt, Central Agency for Public Mobilisation and Statistics, 31 January-2 February 2012,
to extract household consumption data from the Semper format,> to allow for the active
participation of Egypt in ICP Western Asia;

The Sudan, Central Bureau of Statistics, Cairo, 5-7 February 2012, to extract household
consumption data from the Semper format, to allow for the active participation of the Sudan
in ICP Western Asia;

Kuwait, Central Statistical Office, 5-8 March 2012, for training on the validation of
household consumption data and guidance on the implementation of ICP special surveys;
Qatar, Statistics Authority, 14-16 May 2012, for training the ICP national team on ICP
activities, data validation, national accounts requirements and implementation of price
surveys;

Bahrain, Central Statistics Organization, 20-21 May 2012, for training on ICP activities,
data validation and the implementation of special surveys.

Bahrain , UAE, and Qatar 2013, Provided national teams w/ technical support on the data
valid process of ICP survev, to improve data quality and accuracy. performing rigorous
consistency checks and conducting field visits

(c) Trade, Energy and environment statistics

Egypt, Central Agency for Public Mobilisation and Statistics, 27 February-1 March, 2012,
to prepare a needs assessment report on energy balance, improve energy data in the energy
balance tables with data from numerous surveys and administrative data from the Ministry
of Petroleum. Carried out in connection with the DA project on energy statistics;

Qatar, Statistics Authority, 4-5 March 2012, to provide technical assistance on energy
statistics and balance in the context of the DA project on energy statistics. A needs
assessment report prepared by an international consultant and reviewed by ESCWA was
submitted to the Statistics Authority;

Kuwait, Environment Public Authority, 5-8 March 2012, to provide expertise and input to
the workshop between the Authority and Central Administration of Statistics on the
Environmental Performance Index and environment indicators;

United Arab Emirates, National Bureau of Statistics, 19-21 June 2012, to provide technical
assistance on energy statistics and balance in the context of the DA project on energy
statistics. A needs assessment report prepared by international consultant and reviewed by
ESCWA was submitted to the National Bureau of Statistics.

Sudan, National Workshop, June 2013 on energy statistics and balance in the context of the
DA project on energy statistics.

UAE- Dubai Statistics Center, 22-30 April 2013, To provide technical assistance on
developing, editing and updating ongoing work on international trade indices and to
contribute to ESCWA technical coop mission UAE-Dubai,
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