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*The 2008 System of National Accounts (SNA) replaces the version from 1993 to better reflect
statistics in modern societies.

«It helps decision-makers to get information on the structure and evolution of a country’s
economy. access main macroeconomic indicators to monitor an economy’s overall
performance. analyze the current situation, identify major problems and make economic
forecasts for development.

*Mandates of UNSC and the ESCWA Statistical Committee, UNESCWA regards the
compilation of national accounts and implementation of the 2008 SNA and supporting
statistics as one of the priority areas in the Arab region within its regular work programme, as
well as extra budgetary project proposals.

*In countries of the ESCWA region the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) are the primary
institution responsible for the development and implementation of the SNA except in Egypt
and Libya where the responsibility lies in the Ministry of Planning. In Lebanon, a special unit
in the Council of Ministers was responsible for compiling national accounts and starting from
June 2013, the Central Administration of Statistics will be responsible of compilation and
dissemination of the National Accounts.

*The Central Banks and Ministries of Finance are also included in the framework as compilers
of related economic statistics and data providers for the SNA compilation.
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Strategles of i

Regional strategies

National strategies for statistics and for
SNA implementation

Methodological work

Other Related Work in Economic
Statistics

'20\68 SNA f

» Global statistical initiative on the Implementation Programme for the
2008 SNA and supporting on the adoption of the 2008 SNA as the
international standard for the compilation and dissemination of
national accounts

+ the need for coordinated action, not only at the international level but
also at regional and sub-regional levels and emphasizes the need
for close cooperation with regional commissions and sub-regional
organisations.

» Each country was encouraged to review with its users the relevant
changes from the 1993 SNA to the 2008 SNA that are applicable to
the country and consider its adoption.
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« Stage |. Review of strategic framework and
detailing of national and regional
implementation programmes;

» Stage Il. Adaptation of classification
frameworks, business registers and frames,
surveys, administrative data sources and
information technology infrastructure;

» Stage lll. Application of adapted frameworks
and source data, backcasting and
changeover to 2008 SNA.

,I Stage I. ll_ntlflca“tlo of existing challenges, Dialogue with Users
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ESCWA questionnaires 2009 and
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Incomplete coverage of national as a
result of a lack of exhaustiveness of
the accounts themselves.
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Volume data: Constant price estimates
of production-side aggregates are
mostly based on the consumer price
index, owing to the absence of a
system of producer and wholesale
prices, or on quantity indices of
output. ...
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The household sector is not always
appropriately defined for the
compilation of the sequence of
accounts
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The Central Bank is not always treated
as part of general Government
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+ a) ldentification of outstanding issu

» c) Institutional agreements

+ statistical office

* business registers
* b) Changes in business surveys to

» d)IT and other changes

Milestones

es with 1993 SNA

» d) Prioritization based on user needs and available resources
» ) Inclusion of the implementation of 2008 SNA in the overall strategic plan of the

» f) Adoption of detailed implementation action plans

collect data for 2008 SNA

Stage 1 Identification of existing challenges, Dialogue with Users on needs and
priorities, understanding changes to 2008 SNA

* b) The main changes from 1993 SNA to 2008 SNA and their impacts

Stage 2 Review of work needed to support implementation of 2008 SNA
» a) Adoption of classifications and other improvements in business statistics and

» c) Adaptation of administrative data sources to the new requirements

Stage 3 Development of National Accounts and changeover to 2008 SNA

A) Issue/Challenge Results of ESCWA
lquestionnaires 2009 and 2011
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Expenditure on oil exploration is not
included in capital formation or even in
the value of output, although several
Gulf countries have major oil reserves
and consequently significant exploration
activities;
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Reinvested earnings of foreign direct
investment are not included in factor
income from the rest of the world;

ia Y bl LN sl ) 2] ) pae
) el ol gal) Jas 8 W i aef )
¢allall A8y

Indirectly measured financial
intermediation services are in most
cases not allocated to the final users;
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Fixed asset consumption estimates are
weak, generating problems in the
estimation of gross and net values.
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[The development of mechanisms to identify
the drawbacks in basic source data and
determine the extent of its weakness,
the main focus was centred on supply
and use tables,
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B) The main changes from 1993 SNA
to 2008 SNA and their impacts
(Annex 3 0f 2008 SNA) (ESCWA
paper prepared by consultant Kotb
Salem on behalf of ESCWA) and as
result of survey sent by League of
Arab States —Statistics Dep.
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Further specifications of statistical units and
revisions in institutional sectoring
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Specifications of the scope of transactions
including the production boundary
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Extension and further specification of the concepts
of assets, capital formation and consumption
of fixed capital
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Further refinement of the treatment and definition
of financial instruments and assets
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Further specifications of the scope of transactions
concerning government and public sector
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Harmonization between concepts and
classifications of the SNA and BPM6
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C) Identification of main institutions
involved in collecting and producing
data for SNA and establishment of
institutional agreements for 2008 SNA
implementation
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D) Prioritization for 2008 SNA based
on user needs and available resources
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E) Inclusion of the implementation of Slluall HUas 38s ) ) (@
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National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) in Arab Countries -Paris 21

Status Out of 13

No Strategy 3 23%
Completed,

awaiting adoption 3 23%
Implementation 2 15%
Strategy expired 5 38%
Next NSDS planned 4 31%)
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- Stage 3. Development of National Accc 'nts and changeay

Milestone 1. Basic Al O disall | ] aleall
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|-Proposed ecommendaklons from -the{meeting

' participants \

*Urging governments to provide political support to develop an
implementation strategy for 2008 SNA regarding legislation,
financing and institutional set-up and coordination.

*Calling on NSOs in the Arab Region in coordination with main
national partners to develop the 2008 implementation strategy with
goal setting and time line for implementation - Review of current
status/papers on national accounts to include in strategy, Identify work
needed; and Change over to 2008 SNA.

*Calling on international and regional organization and donors to
support countries in their implementation plans by providing technical
support and funding.

*Providing assistance to the already established technical Committee
on National Accounts of the League of Arab States

*Coordinating efforts on technical assistance and capacity building on
2008 SNA by ESCWA, League of Arab Sates, IMF/METAC, UNSD
and SESRIC.
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