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Enactment of Neo-liberal Urbanization 
policies.
Proliferation of Megaprojects.
Prevalence of Gated Communities.
Splintering Cities and the role of Mobility. 

Characteristics of World Cities



Characteristics of World Cities. The ESCWA Region



Characteristics of World Cities. The ESCWA Region

A boy carries a bag of salt in Yemen's al-
Mazraq refugee camp. 

Construction of a High‐Tech Border Wall between 
Saudi‐Arabia and Yemen. (Die Welt, 2010)
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Problematizing Cities in the ESCWA Region. DUBAI

District of Satwa. DUBAI
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Jumeirah Gardens Project
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Mapping Project Dubai.
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Cairo 2050
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Uptown Cairo. Moqattam



Problematizing Cities in the ESCWA Region. CAIRO



Problematizing Cities in the ESCWA Region. CAIRO



Problematizing Cities in the ESCWA Region. CAIRO



Problematizing Cities in the ESCWA Region. CAIRO

Manshiet Nasser. CAIRO



The role of Urban Planning: Vision vs. Reality

Amman 2025
Cairo 2050
Abu Dhabi 2030
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Labor Accommodations. ABU DHABI
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Conclusion. ISSUES & CHALLENGES
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• Reconciliating Vision & Reality
• Meaningful Public Participation
• Effective public-private partnership
• Consideration of local context
• Reconsidering privatization of public 
space
• Removing the stigma of informal 
urbanism


