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Summary

The Expert Group Meeting on Adopting the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach for Promoting
Rural Development in the ESCWA Region was held at the United Nations House in Beirut from 21 to
22 December 2009. The main objective of the meeting was to provide participants with an opportunity
to discuss livelihood approaches to rural development, their comparative advantages relative to other
approaches as well as obstacles to their adoption and implementation by relevant institutions. The
meeting also served as a forum for exchanging experiences on viable options for promoting the
sustainable livelihoods approach (SLA) and to propose action-oriented recommendations in support of
adopting this approach for sustainable rural development in the region.

The meeting was attended by 32 national, regional and international experts, 15 of whom were
women. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) prepared and presented
one major manuscript on SLA in the ESCWA Region along with eight substantive presentations all
complemented by papers and presentations from attending experts. The discussions touched upon
several issues, among which were the need to share information and document experiences, the real
need for SLA as a development approach and the ability of ESCWA member countries to adapt their
practices, policies and processes to embrace SLA as a holistic approach to development.

The experts came up with a set of conclusions to member countries. Recommendations addressed
to ESCWA, in order to build capacities in the region, stressed on the need to focus on capacity-building,
come up with a training programme proposed by ESCWA and produce a guide on SLA to educate
stakeholders in the region.
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Introduction

1. The concept and framework of the sustainable livelihoods approach (SLA) adopted by the Department
for International Development (DFID) in the late 1990s is a way of thinking about the objectives, scope and
priorities for development. It places people and their priorities at the centre of development. It focuses
poverty reduction interventions on empowering the poor to build on their own opportunities, supporting their
access to assets, and developing an enabling policy and institutional environment. Livelihood thinking can
make a valuable contribution to help meet the 2015 deadline for the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) - particularly MDG 1 (Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger) and MDG 7 (Ensure environmental
sustainability) - as well as the developmental and environmental objectives of Agenda 21.

2. The origins of livelihoods approaches are linked to the evolution of the natural resources management
(NRM) thinking. Together with more participatory approaches in NRM, livelihoods approaches have
changed the emphasis from focusing primarily on natural resource productivity to placing people at the
centre of development. In the past, development initiatives in NRM focused on building natural capital.
Livelihoods approaches highlight the importance of understanding how natural resources combine with other
such assets as financial, physical, social and human capital to sustain and improve the livelihoods of poor
people. Such approaches also address resource governance issues through advocating the need to understand
natural resource use in the context of the complex policies, institutions and processes affecting the lives of
poor people.

3. In support of sustainable rural development in the region, the Productive Sectors Section (PSS) under
the Sustainable Development and Productivity Division (SDPD) at the Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) promoted SLA approaches through an Expert Group Meeting on Adopting the
Sustainable Livelihoods Approach for Promoting Rural Development in the ESCWA Region. The meeting
assembled experts from within and outside the region to provide participants with an opportunity to discuss
livelihoods approaches to rural development, their comparative advantages relative to other approaches
as well as obstacles to their adoption and implementation by relevant institutions.

I. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
A. CONCLUSIONS

4. The 32 experts from ESCWA member countries, regional and international institutions and
organizations reached a number of conclusions which can be grouped under the following five major
headings.

5. Building assets in ESCWA member countries:

(@) Human asset development should be approached through technical, vocational and organizational
capacity-building provided to individuals, producer groups, and civil society institutions;

(b) Social assets should be built through the facilitation of formal and informal network formation.
Social capital in the ESCWA countries often takes the form of belonging to tribes or extended families;

(c) Financial assets should be enhanced for the poorer sections of the community through income
generation activities as well as access to official development assistance, microfinance and other credit
schemes, which are expected to expand existing livelihoods strategies, and help diversify household income
sources and increase household income levels;

(d) Physical assets should be developed through infrastructural support related to sanitation, water
supply, roads, communication, shelter and storage facilities, and the provision of farming tools and other
equipment that are suitable to the local environment;



(e) Natural assets, mainly water and fertile land, are increasingly limited in ESCWA member
countries and are further threatened by inappropriate and unsustainable agricultural systems. In order to
render existing livelihoods strategies more sustainable, natural resource recovery measures should be
coupled with training in improved agricultural practices. Promoting improved farming, land use and
irrigation practices, providing access to and the reclamation of land for agricultural production, and
encouraging sustainable land management practices are examples for building land and water assets.

6. Democratic governance in ESCWA member countries:

(a) Pursue a Government decentralization process and implement it properly to speed up Government
response to local needs, decrease corruption, increase accountability and transparency, improve delivery of
basic services and motivate local stakeholders by increasing their opportunities for political representation;

(b) Enhance information flows when data and information are shared by public sector bodies and
public capacity to analyse and demand change is improved. For example, information about Government
service delivery and expenditure enables citizens to generate pressure for public reform and promotes a more
accountable and effective public sector;

(c) Enhance community representation and build the service provision capacity, the responsiveness
of the local Government to local priorities and the capacity for participatory, multidisciplinary and
collaborative approaches at the local Government level;

(d) Achieve reform through the effective maobilization of organized civil societies who can pressurize
the public sector in favour of change. Such grass roots coalitions as community development councils
ensure that successful development is achieved for the poor and by the poor. As such, participation of the
community which is the primary stakeholder not only generates local ownership but also ensures that
proposed changes effectively address the priorities of the most vulnerable.

7. Community empowerment in ESCWA member countries:

(a) Develop strong and constant local community leadership and improve the development of local
capacity to deliver the changes predicted by policy and legislative amendments. Local leadership is crucial
since it provides vision, can lead to change and manage opposition. Such leadership qualities can be found
in special task forces, coordinating committees and steering groups that must be empowered to play an
effective role;

(b) Empower and build the capacities of vulnerable socio-economic groups within the community,
including the poorest and other marginalized and disadvantaged groups, to enable them to initiate and be
proactive in development planning and decision-making;

(c) Develop traditional livelihood strategies (for example embroidery, household poultry raising,
sheep rearing, tailoring, and fruit and vegetable production) to economically empower women. This will
improve the position of women within the household, and give them access to, and shared control of,
household income. In addition, rural women will have a remarkable role as community mobilizers,
especially among the young. Achieving economic empowerment of women usually translates into personal
and political empowerment, which exhibits itself in a higher degree of influence over decisions that affect
their lives.

8. Participatory approaches in ESCWA member countries:

(&) Encourage participation of the poor themselves in research and policymaking to help in the
identification of priority issues and the elaboration of measures for addressing these priorities. When the



right issues are addressed, chances of developing legitimate strategies, policies and programmes to address
them are much higher, and so is the level of stakeholder ownership and support;

(b) Adopt a participatory approach through allowing the voices of small-scale farmers to be heard in
policy debates, bringing together the local Government and community-based organizations during problem
identification and various project phases, including design, planning, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation/diagnosis;

(c) Create community development associations taking into account traditional power structures
by including local tribe leaders, while at the same time ensuring the participation of the poorest,
marginalized community groups and women. These associations should be supported through appropriate
training. In addition, the local Government should be trained in participatory and gender responsive
methodologies to enable them to carry out participatory assessments and gender action planning in rural
areas.

9. Partnerships and macro-micro linkages for ESCWA member countries:

(a) Ensure that policies, institutions and processes operating at various levels (global, national,
regional and local) are informed by, and directly linked to, the complex reality of the lives of poor people;

(b) Establish strong cross-sectoral partnerships to ensure widespread participation and geographical
coverage in the adoption of project strategies that are self-help-based and demand-driven and thus build
macro-micro linkages. This will contribute to longer-term sustainability of project achievements. For
example, a national farmers platform can be established to which local farmer associations are linked, so as
to facilitate the representation of local needs at the national level and help communicate a wide-ranging set
of views and interests. Communication channels from the grassroots to the centre are established to enable
policymakers to stay informed of and influenced by local realities. As another example, the capacity of
Government extension staff is built and their way of working with rural communities is transformed through
training in participatory approaches.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS

10. The meeting came up with three major action-oriented recommendations to build the capacities of the
ESCWA region:

(a) Organize follow-up meetings on SLA: Given the impetus SLA has gained, ESCWA will address
the issue of SLA in its future work programmes by organizing follow-up meetings to maintain ongoing
communication flow, to validate SLA guidelines and to focus on practical aspects. The meetings will
constitute an opportunity to work through real SLA case study examples, share success stories and build on
lessons learned and initiatives that are found appropriate for the region. The follow-up meetings might
include smaller group discussions for information sharing on finance mechanisms as well as access
to official development assistance (how to microfinance and sustain projects), better understand legal issues
related to cooperatives, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), community-based organizations (CBOs),
constitutions, subsidies, legal dispute resolutions, norms and technical barriers to trade (TBT), geographical
indications and the practical applicability of such concepts as “terroir” and the “appellation d’origine
contr6lée(AOC)” to the ESCWA context, market access and linking local and regional markets to
international markets, as well as the application of the Arab sustainable development indicators for needs
assessment, analysis, monitoring and evaluation and legal issues;

(b) Produce a guide on SLA that is specific for the region: The guide should be informative and
adapted to the particular needs identified during the meeting, with the aim of ensuring the practical
application of SLAs for promoting rural development in the ESCWA region. It will cover, inter-alia, how -
to microfinance rural projects as well as currently available schemes, link local and regional markets to



international markets, set specific indicators, match with legal strategies and international agreements, and
finally sketch the way forward and propose recommendations for the ESCWA region;

(c) Promote a training programme for stakeholders: The training will be based on the
aforementioned guide to push the SLA message into the field and operationally facilitate the implementation
of SLA. The content will be designed to particularly develop, among others, the “how-to” finance and
sustain SLA projects, set specific and well-defined indicators for needs assessment, analysis, monitoring and
evaluation, facilitate access to regional and international markets, understand and abide by related
international agreements and legal issues, and identify possible entry points in the development programme
in the ESCWA region, among others.

I1. MAIN TOPICS OF PAPERS AND DISCUSSIONS
A. SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS APPROACH: A GENERAL OVERVIEW

11. Session 1 provided a regional perspective on SLAs and discussed the issues of framework, lessons
learned from various experiences in the region, best practices, challenges and constraints, and some policy
recommendations.

12. A presentation by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) introduced two key concepts
on SLA. The first explained that SLA places people at the heart of development in comparison to the second
that places people within a vulnerability context. Therefore, livelihood is represented within an asset
pentagon. A case study on the Arsaal paradox was presented to illustrate the validity of SLA.

13.  The UNDP paper updated participants on SLA to rural development. It started with an introduction
on SLA and the associated conceptual framework for analysis drawing on the training material developed by
the DFID. It then explored the linkages of livelihoods approaches to other development ideologies; the
analysis was followed by a section on lessons learned from practice and implications for a policy supportive
of SLA.

14. The first substantive ESCWA presentation explained the international and regional experience with
the implementation of SLA. In addition, it introduced a new concept on adopting SLA in an urban context.

15.  An ESCWA paper on SLA in the ESCWA Region, produced by PSS, exposed the history of SLA, its
implementation, globally and in the region, facing power relations that can influence the distribution of
resources and thus affect livelihood opportunities, challenges faced ranging from politics over bureaucracy
to finance, how these can be overcome through lessons learned and thus benefiting from the experience
gained, and finally, capacity-building and potential recommendations were proposed for the ESCWA region.

16. Inthe ensuing discussions, inquiries were raised around the issue of asset ownership and access, which
led to an inquiry about who (Government, public sector, private sector or donors) is the provider, when to
intervene, what is the cost for such approach and intervention and whether SLA asset accumulation is
a strategy for poverty alleviation or viewed as a strategy for local economy growth. The discussions evolved
and interference was made about who pays for those programmes, if they are loans or grants and how they
are sustained in the long run. An intervention was directed towards the UNDP case study and came as
a remark concerning the activity implemented to enhance the livelihood of a community and at the same time
cause damage to another group in the same community. Here, equilibrium between the two groups was
suggested as a solution. One comment stressed on the need for practical strategies for both genders and
censured that the SLA does not guarantee women empowerment as an outcome. Responses to those
interventions suggested that one should keep the difference between the framework as a concept and
operational implementation of SLA: When implementing, there is a lack of coordination between
stakeholders and donors and inadequate training for the poor. The cost of the approach is similar to that
of conventional projects and could be even more cost-effective if properly implemented. As for the gender



issue, it is very much present but is lagging behind in practice. Another remark was made about the failure
of Governments in replicating projects initiated by United Nations programmes due to lack of capacity.

17. A second ESCWA presentation dilated upon the urgency of developing indicators to monitor status,
gaps, trends of rural development and agriculture household income, and their importance to the region, in
addition to the method of data collection which should be enhanced through census questions, surveys,
administrative records and others.

18.  The third substantive ESCWA presentation pointed out the challenges facing SLA, how to overcome
those constraints and the best practices used in the implementation of SLA.

19. Part Two of Session 1 ended by a discussion gyrating around the weakness of data collection,
especially agricultural rural statistics, in some member countries. A recommendation was made to entail the
improvement of data collection, define uncorrelated parameters and indices, and identify the need for
specific targets defining how things are being done. It was also stressed that SLA is an analytical approach
used to understand concerns, applicable at all levels and links to other approaches.

B. POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES IN SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS IMPLEMENTATION

20. The American University of Beirut (AUB) presentation shared the bitter (increase costs of
development activities, no assurance of sustainability and under-emphasis of power relations) and sweet
(highlighting diversification as a livelihood strategy) experiences of SLA implementation in the dry lands of
the Middle East and North Africa.

21. A presentation by the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA)
discussed the experiences of the Centre in improving the livelihoods of the resource poor in dry areas and
promoting policies for alternative livelihood programmes. Main points discussed revolved around
an example of how to analytically operationalize sustainable livelihood frameworks, findings of livelihood
studies and major constraints, policies and programmes and the efforts of ICARDA to expand more
systematic learning of programme impacts and ways of out-scaling.

22.  The discussions engaged in the issue of power relations, in particular who needs to be accorded more
attention, and how to avoid the usage of the framework as a blueprint. Instead, critical thinking should be
maintained and sound entry points should be kept at all levels. The key is to apply decentralization to bring
people into the equation and ensure participation of the poor.

23.  Another ESCWA presentation introduced the ESCWA pilot project in the village of Kaawa in Yemen.
The project aimed at improving rural livelihood by the introduction of solar photovoltaic (PV) electrification
in order to improve the quality of life, the health of the locals and the reduction of electricity bills.

24.  The presentation of an ESCWA study by the Lebanese American University (LAU), entitled Biofuels:
Challenges and Opportunities for Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods in the Arab Region, discussed the use
of second-generation biofuels from agricultural waste, various sources of biological waste products,
conversion technologies, applications and three case studies, namely: olive press waste, sugar industry
by-products and dairy industry by-products.

25.  Most of the audience agreed that rural development is lagging behind and cannot be left to the market
alone. A recommendation was given to facilitate non-farm income and employment opportunities since the
strategy is being adopted in the Syrian Arab Republic and has proved to be successful. As for biofuels, they
face constraints due to lack of equipment, which prevents capacity-building, as well as subsidized electricity
costs, which are a barrier to investments in this technology.



C. PRIVATE SECTOR APPROACHES

26. The Chamber of Commerce of Zahle and Bekaa in Lebanon presented the Cooperative Coteaux
Heliopolis: A Successful Story of Development. This presentation focused on the coordination between
cooperatives that stood together and were subject to the ups and downs of the market. Their cooperative
showed positive outcomes ranging from increase in the income of farmers through the cultivation of high
quality grapes for wine production to replace illegal crops, prevention of desertification and conservation of
natural resources, especially water, through the cultivation of non-irrigated crops.

27. A presentation by Arc en Ciel, a non-profit NGO, spotlighted a complete economic value chain for
local markets through the implementation of the Wataneh programme.

28.  Another presentation by the cooperative of Deir Kanoun highlighted its role in women empowerment,
offering means of work for rural women while the men are gone to the cities to look for jobs. Deir Kanoun
was helped in large measure by the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) NGO and to some extent
by the Council of South Lebanon.

29. Participants stressed on differentiating between NGOs and cooperatives. Wataneh was identified
as a civil society that helps Arc en Ciel through recycling all profits back into it. Furthermore, finance is not
a problem for Wataneh as long as it possesses and maintains a clear objective and transparency.

30. A presentation by Jihad al Binaa introduced the Ardee Programme, a yearly exhibition, and
emphasized on access to the market.

31. The Jordan Enterprise Development Corporation (JEDCO), a public organization, presented the
strategies used to access international markets in order to help small farmers.

32. During the last discussion of Session 3, it was noted that the time delay between producers and
consumers was considered an issue. Commercial disputes are different than rural or agricultural-related
conflicts. Therefore, the need for an arbitrage mechanism and a fast decision time was deemed compulsory.
Finally, it was underscored that problems faced are of economic and management nature rather than
technical and that there are great possibilities to export to Europe and once member countries follow the
market niche, they will be able to diversify their exports.

D. SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD IN ESCWA COUNTRIES
33.  Session 4 introduced the experiences of international and regional organizations.

34. A fifth ESCWA presentation portrayed a case study in Northern lraq concerning the promotion of
rural development through sustainable agricultural development projects. A potential for poverty alleviation
exerted through enhancing human capacity, infrastructure and technology using SLA was observed.

35. One more substantive ESCWA presentation depicted lessons learned from pilot projects for
implementing SLA in South Lebanon. Lessons learned were namely that: (i) successful SLA interventions
require time, commitment and financial resources; (ii) human capital development is a central component,
but must be pursued through hands-on, personalized learning opportunities and technical assistance;
(iii) vulnerability can be overcome and resilience achieved through diversification of income sources,
generating employment opportunities to reduce rural-to-urban migration patterns; (iv) natural resources need
to be used in a more sustainable manner; and (v) appropriate and innovative technologies should be
promoted.

36. The Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation in Yemen shared the existence of a specific
law for local development and the unique experience with the Social Fund for Development, which brings



ministries of agriculture and social affairs to collaborate. In addition, it showed that the ways used to
improve the rural livelihood are development planning, spending the local monetarily resources on rural
development and the contribution of local and foreign development organizations.

37.  The arising discussion demonstrated that tobacco in Lebanon and Qat in Yemen share the problem
of resiliency and monoculture while Zaatar is sustainable and long-standing. Therefore, the ESCWA project
in South Lebanon chose a commercial Zaatar production that would be sold in bulk to a wholeseller instead
of cultivating tobacco. In addition, the importance of reservoirs in the South was acknowledged and the need
for resources for capacity was expressed. As for the project in Northern Iraqg, it was funded by the French
Agency for Development. However, the project needs to focus on the directions of the implemented projects
to enhance the area in question. It was noted that the rural people who grow Qat in Yemen are more
financially developed than those who grow other crops. In addition, a revelation was shared around the
national programme established for villages in order to assess their needs and responsibilities.

38.  The presentation of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) demonstrated the use of SLA in
rural development and recommended the way in which its principles should be applied to determine success
instead of simply applying a wide number of principles. Sustainable livelihood principles are required to
create sustainable impact and a necessity for Government and United Nations agencies to appropriate SLA.

39. An ESCWA presentation described knowledge networks through information and communications
technology (ICT) access points in disadvantaged areas. It stressed on empowering poor and disadvantaged
communities, women in particular, through transforming selected existing ICT access points into knowledge
hubs of global knowledge networks, providing, developing, organizing, sharing and disseminating
knowledge pertinent to these communities.

E. SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD: ESCWA COUNTRIES PERSPECTIVE

40. Session 5 was devoted to a review of experiences in applying SLA at the member country level.
Experts from Egypt, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, the Sudan and Yemen presented papers.

41. The presentation of the Ministry of Local Development in Egypt gave an overview of its activities
towards achieving the MDG on rural development. Approaches included the diversification of the rural
income sources, the Ten Thousand Villages programme targeting geographical poverty, a national trial
programme on rural development as well as limiting surplus and reducing loss of agricultural productivity.

42.  The participants were interested in knowing that the development of the Sahara port in Upper Egypt is
one of the biggest projects that will provide connection to the Red Sea and will thus give the opportunity
to export crops. The project is funded by the Government on the basis of a long-term grant. Additionally,
the ministry has set up training programmes and provides financial support and access to local and external
markets to the rural poor of Upper Egypt.

43.  The Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation of Jordan overviewed the components of
a programme set to enhance the economic and social productivity of the Jordanian community. Those
components are small-scale funding programmes, direct intervention programmes, an integrated and
institutional capacity-building programme for local organizations and investments supporting infrastructure
programmes.

44.  The Ministry of Agriculture in Lebanon shared its strategic goals, which include the development of
both public and private institutions; efficient irrigation techniques; good land use; adoption of effective
techniques; activation of production chains and agriculture marketing and exports; promotion of local
development; and adoption of a participative approach to rural development.



45.  The Ministry of Agriculture of Oman presented its future vision to increase the financial revenue of
the agricultural sector through: (i) enhancing irrigation systems; (ii) reviewing crop structure; (iii) developing
agroproduction techniques; and (iv) increasing agriculture finance.

46.  The Ministry of Agriculture of Palestine exhibited its targets, which are to: (i) set a strategy for gender
equality in rural societies; (ii) enhance the living standard of rural Palestinian families; (iii) ameliorate and
develop the capacity of the rural society, in particular the rural women; (iv) spread awareness on the
importance of collective work and encourage the establishment of organizations for women in rural areas;
(v) create work opportunities for rural women; and (vi) empower women in the agriculture sector and enable
them to access training and guidance services.

47.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of the Sudan provided an overview of the rural development
projects implemented by international and regional organizations and the challenges facing these projects.
Constraints are the discontinuation of the project after the fund ends, weakness of the present funding
mechanism in ensuring the needs of rural communities, binding laws to the freedom of land property and
inadequacy of certain techniques for the targeted categories.

48. In its presentation, the State Planning Commission of the Syrian Arab Republic pointed out that the
Syrian Government had set a plan for the period 2006-2010 which involved the creation of a balance
between producer and consumer in order to achieve economic development, social justice and sustainable
management of natural resources.

49.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation of Yemen presented a pilot project adopting a participatory
approach for improving the income of farmers, their living conditions and food security through enhanced
livestock productivity and agricultural practices.

50. At this stage of the discussion, the Badia Rangelands Development Project in the Syrian Arab
Republic was introduced to point out the importance of livestock and rangelands activities as a revenue for
the rural population of the ESCWA region. Advice was given on the importance of a trademark for
marketing the products. In addition, participants discussed the need to consider replication of successful
projects, transfer of experiences in the region, introduction of such new technologies as solar energy for
higher efficiency and bill reduction, the incorporation of such diversified practices as honey making, water
harvesting, and silk production, and the need to find regionally specific indicators for sustainable
development. In addition, it was agreed that the participation of varied ministries and NGOs in this meeting
is a success factor.

F. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
51.  Session 6 was dedicated to conclusions and capacity-building and policy recommendations.

52. The eighth and last substantive ESCWA presentation by the PSS assembled and summarized
conclusions of presentations and papers and offered a preliminary capacity-building for the region.

53. The meeting was concluded by the agreement that SLA is not a new development approach but an
attempt to put the pieces of the puzzle together. Therefore, coordination should be at all levels in order for
development practitioners to adapt their practices, processes and institutions to be able to embrace the
holistic SLA. It was suggested to initiate a degree programme at the masters level for the coming five years
in order to provide capacity to Arab ministries. Another intervention discussed the empowerment of the poor
providing them with access to resources and fertile lands; and collaboration with syndicates in order to train
the poor by giving them courses and a license to be able to practice their agriculture activity. It was observed
that no recommendations were given to ESCWA by member countries but rather a set of conclusions.
Therefore, every country was requested to provide five to seven clear and concise recommendations to be
included in the ESCWA programme for the biennium 2010-2011.
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I11. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
A. ATTENDANCE

54, The meeting was attended by 32 experts from nine ESCWA member countries (Egypt,
Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, the Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, and Yemen), two
United Nations organizations (the Regional Office of the FAO for the Near East and UNDP), international
and regional organizations (ICARDA and the World Bank), and various Lebanese institutions, organizations
and individual experts (Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture of Zahle and Bekaa, AUB,
LAU, Arc en Ciel, thelJihad al Binaa Development Association, the Safadi Foundation, Mawasem Aldaya’a,
the Golden Fingers Association and Engineering Consultants) in addition to experts from ESCWA
(refer to annex). Most participants had a background in livelihoods, drylands, agriculture and/or rural
development.

B. OPENING

55.  The meeting was held from 21 to 22 December 2009 at the United Nations House in Beirut and was
formally opened by the former Minister of Agriculture of Lebanon, Mr. Adel Cortas, and the Chief of SDPD,
Ms. Anhar Hegazi, representing the Executive Secretary of ESCWA. In her introductory remarks,
Ms. Hegazi stressed on the need to assemble experiences of SLA application from the region, share lessons
learned and successful stories, adopt the approach to meet the MDGs and propose action-oriented
recommendations. In his opening statement, Mr. Cortas noted that SLA has three benefits, namely,
it highlights the problems facing the rural communities in the region along with putting people at the centre
of their environment; it is a grass root approach in decision-making; and, most importantly, it attracts
policymakers towards food security and agricultural and rural development.

C. DOCUMENTS

56. The documents and presentations submitted during the meeting are available at:
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=1125E.

IV. MEETING EVALUATION

57. Twenty-three out of thirty-two participants responded to the evaluation questionnaire that was
distributed in order to assess the relevance, effectiveness and impact of the meeting (see figure below).
The feedback received was overall positive, as 78 per cent of the participants considered the topic of
the meeting as highly relevant to their work, 91 per cent agreed that the quality of the presentations and
papers was excellent to good, while 61 per cent appreciated that the meeting introduced new ideas from
which they benefited. Forty-eight per cent of the representatives believed that mostly financial difficulties
will be encountered during the application of the proposed capacity-building and action-oriented
recommendations.
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58. Participants shared their comments and requests revealing a unanimous desire for follow-up action,

meetings, workshops and field work on SLA to maintain the exchange of experiences between member
countries, NGOs and cooperatives of ESCWA,; get more recommendations and monitor the progress of their

application; and engage in further discussions.

Some expressed their wishes regarding the collaboration

of ESCWA, ICARDA and FAO to assist non-profit organizations where needed and implement capacity-
building on impact assessment of SLA applications in the region. Others requested the empowerment of
rural women and the initiation of cooperatives and a network that facilitates the exchange of SLA-related
studies. Finally, some triggered the reconsideration of SLA to know at what level it is mostly needed and
how it could and should be tailored to the region.
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Annex”

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. ESCWA MEMBERS STATES

Egypt

Mr. Ibrahim Ibrahim el Sayed Rihan

Chairman

Organization for Reconstruction and
Development of the Egyptian Village

Ministry of Local Development

Dokki, Giza, Egypt

Tel.: +202 333 76096/333 73850/333 72482

Mobile: 20 12 4991755

Fax: +202 333 74774/37498176

E-mail: i_rihan@hotmail.com

Jordan

Mr. Adel Ismail Basbous

Director

Economic and Social Productivity Programmes
Unit

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation

Amman, Jordan

Tel.: +962 6 4645045

Mobile:+962 79 9959799

Fax: +962 6 4649341

E-mail: adel.b@mop.gov.jo

Ms. Maha S. Arabyat

Director

Agribusiness Department

Jordan Enterprise Development Corporation
(JEDCO)

Amman, Jordan

Tel.: +962 6 5603507

Mobile: +962 79 6998444

Fax: +962 6 5684568

E-mail: marabiat@jedco.gov.jo

“ Issued as submitted.
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Lebanon

Mr. Adel N. Cortas

Former Minister of Agriculture

President

The Lebanese Association on Nutrition and
Development (LAND)

and the Lebanese Alliance Against Hunger and
Poverty (LAAHP)

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: 4961 1 397525

Mobile: +961 3 934799

+961 3 147081
Fax: +961 1 611504
E-mail: acortas@dm.net.lb

Ms. Mona Assaf

Agricultural Engineer

Ministry of Agriculture

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 849600/11 Ext: 104
Mobile: +961 70 736870

Fax: +961 1 824100

E-mail: assafm_1@hotmail.com

Ms. Abir Adel Abul Khoudoud

Head of Department

Ministry of Agriculture, Extension Department
Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961 3 846488

Fax: +961 1 849637

E-mail: aakhoudoud@agriculture.gov.lb

Ms. Roula Ashi

Head of the Project Department
Ministry of Agriculture

Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961 3 661671

Fax: +961 1 849637

E-mail: lou_louch@hotmail.com




Lebanon (continued)

Ms. Sawsan Masri Kobeissi

Project Manager

Capacity-building for Poverty Reduction
Ministry of Social Affairs

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 388122/388130

Mobile: +961 3 790124

Fax: +961 1 388122

E-mail: sawsan.masri@undp-lebprojects.org

Oman

Mr. Salim Ali al-Omrani

Assistant Director Animal Wealth

Ministry of Agriculture

Sultanate of Oman

Tel.: +968 26843205

Mobile: +968 99 450397

Fax: +968 24 840374

E-mail: agricop@omantel.net.om
Omrani99@omantel.net.om

Palestine

Ms. Safaa Farook Bsais
Director

Rural Development Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Palestine

Tel.: +970 2 2403361

Mobile: +970 59 8931054

Fax: +970 2 2403312

E-mail: i_safaa@hotmail.com

Qatar

Mr. Yousif Mubarak A. al-Dosari

Statistics Researcher

General Secretariat for Development Planning
Qatar

Tel.: +974 5815995

Fax: +974 4838976

E-mail: yateeq@planning.gov.ga
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Sudan

Ms. Siham Mukhtar el Mardi

Agricultural Economist

Gender and Rural Development Specialist
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestery
The Sudan

Tel.: 249 0918280614

Fax: 249 157908577

E-mail: siham.mukhtar@yahoo.com

Yemen

Mr. Abdullah Ahmed Ali al-Ghaithi

Director-General for Regional Polices and
Programmes

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation

Sana’a, Yemen

Tel.: +967 1 250114

+967 1 239683

Mobile: +967 73 3355360

Fax: +967 1 250120

E-mail: algithy1985a@hotmail.com

Mr. Ali Gunaid Ali Abdullah

General Director of Planning and Monitoring
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Sana’a, Yemen

Tel.: +967 1 282444

Mobile; +967 77 1591869

Fax: +967 1 277177

E-mail: a-gnid@hotmail.com




B. UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

Food and Agriculture Organization of the Mr. Antonio Assaad Youssef

United Nations (FAO) Technical Expert of the Flood Risk Management

Project
Ms. Salam Saab UNDP, Ministry of Agriculture
Program Clerk Beirut, Lebanon
FAO, Beirut Office Mobile: +961 70 163221
Baabda, Lebanon Fax: +961 1 849645
TeI.:-+961 5 924005/6/7 E-mail: antonioyoussef@hotmail.com
Mobile: +961 70 296049 antonio.youssef@undp-lebprojects.org
Fax: +961 5 922128
E-mail: salam.saab@fao.org Ms. Liliane Roukos el-Khoury
fao-lb@fao.org Agriculture Engineer
. ) UNDP

United Nations Development Programme Beirut, Lebanon

(UNDP) Mobile: +961 3 833347

Fax: +961 1 849645

Ms. Mona Hussein Haidar gt .
E-mail: liliane.khoury@undp-lebprojects.org

Regional Advisor/Livelihoods

UNDP, Drylands Development Centre
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 5 454803

Mobile: +961 3448414

E-mail: mona.haidar@undp.org

C. INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The International Centre for Agricultural The World Bank
Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA)

Mr. Wael Mansour

Mr. Aden Aw-Hassan Economist
Director The World Bank, Lebanon Country Office
Social, Economics and Policy Research Tel.: +961 1 987800
Programme Fax: +961 1 986800
Aleppo, Syrian Arab Republic E-mail: wmansour@worldbank.org

Tel.: +963 21 2213433
Fax: +963 21 2213490/5744622
E-mail: a.aw-hassan@cgiar.org

Website: www.icarda.org

D. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Chamber of Commerce Industry and Agriculture Amercian University of Beirut (AUB)
of Zahle and Bekaa

Mr. Shadi Kamal Hamadeh

Mr. Said R. Gedeon Director
Head Environment and Sustainable Development Unit
Economic Development Department (ESDU)
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences
Agriculture of Zahle and Bekaa (FAFS)
Zahle, Lebanon American University of Beirut (AUB)
Tel.: +961 8 802 602 Beirut, Lebanon
+961 8 807 375 (Ext: 28) Tel.: +961 1 350000 Eext: 4458
Fax: +961 8 800 050 Fax: +961 1 744460
E-mail: said@cciaz.org.lb E-mail: shamadeh@aub.edu.lb
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Amercian University of Beirut (AUB) (continued)

Ms. Layal Ali Dandache

Monitoring and Evaluation Officer

Environment and Sustainable Development Unit
(ESDU)

Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences
(FAFS)

American University of Beirut (AUB)

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.:+961 1 350000 Ext:4503

Fax:+961 1 744460

E-mail: [all@aub.edu.lb

Lebanese American University (LAU)

Mr. Ahmad Houri

Associate Professor

Natural Science Division

Lebanese American University (LAU)

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 786456/786464 Ext: 1253

Mobile: +961 3 317047

Fax: +961 1 867098/603703

E-mail: ahouri@lau.edu.lb
ahouri@gmail.com

Arc En Ciel

Mr. Dany G. el-Obeid

Member of the Research and Development
Cell in the Agriculture Programme

Arc en Ciel

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 495561/512106

Mobile: +961 70 195134

Fax: +961 1 512107

E-mail: danyo@arcenciel.org

Ardee/Jihad Al-Bina’a Development Association

Ms Rula Ussama Fakih

Environmental Specialist

ARDEE/Jihad al-Bina’a Development
Association

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 557551

Mobile: +961 3 790935

Fax: +961 1 557552

E-mail: ruf00@hotmail.com

rulafakih@yahoo.com
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Safadi Foundation

Mr. Wassim Toros

Project Assistant

SAFADI Foundation

Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961 3 931101
E-mail: toros-w@yahoo.com

Golden Fingers Association

Ms. Nariman al-Rifai

President

Golden Fingers Association
Baalbeck, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 8 370646/371253
Mobile: +961 3 469139

E-mail: narimanrifai@hotmail.com

Mawassem Alday’a

Ms. Daad Ismail

Mawassem Alday’a

Deir Kanoun Ras al-Ain

Sour, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 7 395101

Mobile: +961 70 430505

Fax: +961 7 395370

E-mail: daed.ismail@gmail.com

Engineering Consultants

Mr. Haissam Y. Salloum
Engineering Consultants
Beirut, Lebanon

Mobile: +961 3 188943

Fax: +961 5 454375

E-mail: hsalloum@hotmail.com

Mr. Zakaria A. Kamareddine

Research and Public Relations Manager

Engineering Consultants
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 5 454125
Mobile: +961 70 063404
Fax: +961 5 454375

E-mail: z.kamareddine@hotmail.com




E. ESCWA SECRETARIAT

Ms. Anhar Hegazi

Director

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978502

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: hegazi@un.org

Mr. Walid Deghaili

Chief, Energy Section (ES)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978527

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: deghaili@un.org

Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane

Chief, Water Resources Section (WRS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978518

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: chouchanicherfane@un.org

Mr. Mansour Farah

Senior Information Technology Officer

Information and Communication Technology
Division (ICTD)

Tel.: +961 1 978538

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: farahl4@un.org

Ms. Wafa Aboul Hosn
Team Leader

Statistics Division (SD)
Tel.: +961 1 978353

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2
E-mail: Aboulhosn @un.org

Mr. Jihad Noun

First Economic Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978517

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: nounj@un.org
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Mr. George Jack Nasr

First Economic Affairs Officer

Water Resources Section (WRS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978503

Mobile: +961 3 320331

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: nasrl@un.org

Ms. Micheline Matta

Associate Economics Affairs Officer

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978521

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: matta@un.org

Mr. Wassim Hammoud
Statistical Assistant
Statistics Division (SD)
Tel.: +961 1 978349

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2
E-mail: hammoudw@un.org

Ms. Diane Zovighian

Associate Social Affairs Officer
Social Policy Section (SPS)

Social Development Division (SDD)
Tel.: +961 1 978407

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: zovighian@un.org

Ms. Dina Tannir

Associate Economic Affairs Officer
Social Policy Section (SPS)

Saocial Development Division (SDD)
Tel.: +961 1 978435

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: tannird@un.org

Ms. Nada Darwazeh

First Social Affairs Officer
ESCWA Centre for Women (ECW)
Tel.: 4961 1 978756

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: darwazehn@un.org




Ms. Jana el-Baba

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978505

Fax: +961 1 981510

E-mail: Baba@un.org

Ms. Rita Wehbé

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978513

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: wehbe@un.org

Ms. Alia H. Sabra

Research Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978514

Mobile: +961 3 702104

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: sabraa@un.org
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Mr. Moneem Murrah

Administrative Assistant, Office of the Chief

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978525

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: murrahm@un.org

Ms. Suzanne Faddoul

Team Assistant

Productive Sectors Section (PSS)

Sustainable Development and Productivity
Division (SDPD)

Tel.: +961 1 978 516

Fax: +961 1 981510/1/2

E-mail: faddouls@un.org

ESCWA Mailing Address:

United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA)

P.O. Box: 11-8575

Postal Code: Riad el-Solh 1107 2812

Beirut, Lebanon

Tel.: +961 1 981301

Fax: +961 1 981510

Web address: www.escwa.org.lb




