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The Integrated SME Support 
Programme

(Technology and SMEs)
Lebanon

22

Distribution of enterprises by size (2004 census)
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Small and Medium Enterprises are defined, in terms of size, as tSmall and Medium Enterprises are defined, in terms of size, as those hose 
employing less than 200 employees and having sales of less than employing less than 200 employees and having sales of less than 5 million 5 million 
$/year$/year
The vast majority of enterprises operating in Lebanon could be cThe vast majority of enterprises operating in Lebanon could be classified lassified 
as SMEas SME’’ss-- more specifically as Micro and Small enterprisesmore specifically as Micro and Small enterprises

SME’s in Lebanon: the extent of the phenomenon



Expert Group Meeting on Harnessing Technology for 
Enhanced Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Productivity 
and Competitiveness

Cairo, 3-4 November 2007

2

33

Small and Medium Small and Medium 
EnterprisesEnterprises representing representing 
8 percent  8 percent  of total of total 
Lebanese enterprises are Lebanese enterprises are 
employing employing 40 percent40 percent of of 
Lebanese Labor working Lebanese Labor working 
in enterprises.in enterprises.
Micro enterprisesMicro enterprises, , 
Meanwhile, representing Meanwhile, representing 
around around 90 percent90 percent of of 
total enterprises, employ total enterprises, employ 
only only 54 percent54 percent of total of total 
labor working in labor working in 
enterprises.enterprises.

Concentration of labor in enterprises per type 
(micro, small or medium)
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SME’s in Lebanon: Contribution to employment
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breakdown of technology levels
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Reasons for not obtaining technology
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Too expensive Difficult to obtain locally No good service for it Workers not qualified for it Other
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Level of technology and size of enterpriseLevel of technology and size of enterprise

9.1% 12.1% 19.7% 36.4% 22.7%

13% 23% 24% 25% 15%

43% 27% 8% 16% 7%
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Support Measures to Help SMEs

• Innovative finance 
schemes
• Financing for start 
ups
• Encouraging seed 
capital funds
• Encouraging 
linking finance in 
university 
innovation with 
companies

Finance

• Network of BDCs
• Encouraging 
entrepreneurship

Business support

• Strategy based on 
competitiveness
• Innovation and 
R&D support 
essential
• Elementary 
schemes developed

Long term strategy


