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UN Deputy
Secretary-

General
to Visit

Lebanon

United Nations Deputy Sec-
retary-General Asha-Rose Mi-
giro will be paying a three-day
visit to Lebanon on 11-13 Sep-
tember 2008 to attend a UN
inter-coordination meeting,

During her stay in Lebanon,
Migiro will meet with Lebanese
leaders, including President
Michel Suleiman, House Speak-
er Nabih Berri and Prime Minis-
ter Fouad Siniora. “I will want to
take the opportunity of my
being in Beirut for the RCM to
reassure the people and the
leaders of Lebanon of the sup-
port of the Secretary-General
and that of United Nations,” she
said.

Migiro will be attending the
mecting of the Regional Coordi-
nation Mechanism (RCM) that
will be hosted on 13-14 Septem-
ber 2008 by UN-ESCWA. The
RCM is intended to coordinate
the work of UN Agencies in the
region in order to avoid duplica-

tion and repetition of their ac-
tivities.

“The RCM, formerly known
as the Regional Coordination
Group (RCG), was established
pursuant to the Economic and
Social  Council Resolution
1998/46, which recognized that
the team leadership role of Re-
gional Commissions calls for
their holding regular inter-
agency meetings in each region
with a view to improving coor-
dination among the work pro-
grammes of the organizations of
United Nations system in that
region,” Migiro said.

The RCM aims to strengthen

coherence  and  cooperation
among UN organizations in the
Arab region; exchange informa-
tion at the inter-agency level; and
facilitate coordination and pro-
mote joint action in order to bet-
ter serve the countries of the Arab
region and to maximize combined

impact of the UN work.

This year’s RCM Meeting
will review emerging global is-

sues and challenges and their
implication for achieving the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in the Arab region in-
cluding the subjects of Climate
Change and Food Security. In
addition to that, the meeting
will review the implementation
of the recommendations of the
last RCM meeting, which was
held in June 2006 at the UN
House in Beirut. Furthermore,
the meeting will be launching an
information guide supportive to
Arab MDGs reports on Gender.

Asha-Rose Migiro of Tanzania
took office as Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations
on 1 February 2007. She is the
third Deputy Secretary-General
to be appointed since the post
was established in 1997.

Migiro served as Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation from 2006 to 2007
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-- the first woman in the United
Republic of Tanzania to hold
that position since its independ-
ence in 1961.

As Foreign Minister, Migiro
spearheaded Tanzania’s engage-
ment in the pursuit of peace, se-
curity and development in the
Great Lakes Region.

The post of Deputy Secre-
tary-General was established by
the General Assembly at the end
of 1997 as part of the reform of
the United Nations, to help
manage Secretariat operations
and to ensure coherence of ac-
tivities and programmes. The
purpose was also to elevate the
Organization's profile and lead-
ership in the economic and so-
cial spheres.  m

For further information on
Ms. Migiro:
http:/ /www.un.org/ sg/(leput

ysg.shtml.
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Financial Resources,
Venture Capital and
Pioneering Work in
Information and Commu-
nication Technology

The development of appro-
priate financial instruments,
provision of financial resources
and venture capital, and sup-
port for and strengthening of
innovative operations and pio-

neering work are essential in
order to facilitate the provision
of innovative solutions and the
creation in the ESCWA region
of a knowledge-based economy.
Therefore, the study on “Finan-
cial Resources, Venture Capital
and Pioneering Work in Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology” sheds light on the
need to assign the highest prior-
ity to mechanisms for financing

innovation, and identifies ven-
ture capital as one of the most
important mechanisms for fi-
nancing information and com-
munications technology, with
the focus on financing for high-
risk leases or new establish-
ments and a description of their
stages of growth. m

Facts and Figures: The Millennium Development Goals

in the Arab Region 2007

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

Gender parity index for youth literacy rates

Higher female enrolment and completion rates have con-
tributed to major progress towards gender parity in literacy
rates for the age group 15-24.Youth literacy Gender Parity Index
(GPI) for the Arab region increased from 0.71 in 1990 to 0.87
in 2006. In the Mashreq countries, progress towards gender par-
ity has been faster at the secondary and tertiary level of educa-
tion than at the primary. The GPI value for the primary level in-
creased only slightly from 0.86 in 1991, to 0.91 in 2005. That

relatively slow improvement in primary education is largely a re-
sult of a stagnating girls-to-boys enrolment ratio in Iraq. With re-
spect to gender parity in youth literacy, the Mashreq is the Arab
sub-region with the largest gains between 1990 and 2006. Since
the early 1990s, the four Maghreb countries have all taken es-
sential steps towards gender equality in education. GCC is the
only sub-region that has reached full gender parity at the level of
primary education. m

youth literacy rates

MasHREQ COUNTRIES

MAGHREB COUNTRIES

GCC COuNTRIES

Aras LDCs

ARAB REGION

DEVELOPING REGIONS*

0.72
0.91
0.71
0.87
0.88
0.98
0.71
0.87
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* Data for developing regions refer to 1990 and 2000-2004.

Source: The Millennium Development Goals in the Arab Region 2007: A Youth Lens, UN/LAS.
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