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Investing in people, food
security, women-empowering
legislation, and expanding
studies on unemployment and
youth, were among the con-
clusions of the second UN-
ESCWA Technical Committee
meeting, held on 3-4 Novem-
ber 2008 at the UN House.

The agenda of the meeting
featured key issues, some
being internal and related to
the UN-ESCWA work pro-
gram while others relate to
hot world issues, such as the
food crisis, and the global fi-
nancial crisis. Participants,
who comprised ambassadors
of member countries and high-
level delegates, discussed the
work programme for the bien-
nium 2010-2011; the activities
of the Secretariat; the follow-
up of the UN-ESCWA 25th
ministerial session; a proposal
for a regional conference for
Western Asia in preparation
for the 2009 Annual Ministeri-
al Review of the Economic and

Social Council (ECOSOC);
and coordination between
UN-ESCWA and the League
of Arab States (LAS) on the
unified text for the multi-
modal transport agreement
among Arab countries. Discus-
sions also included the Follow-
up International Conference
on Financing for Development
to Review the Implementation
of the Monterrey Consensus,
which UN-ESCWA Executive
Secretary, Bader Omar
AlDafa, underlined, calling on
member countries to take part
in it. AlDafa stressed the im-
portance of a high-level repre-
sentation of these countries in
the conference, to be held on
29 November- 2 December in
Doha, with "a unified stand
that clearly portrays their de-
velopment priorities, namely
in view of the big-scale events
saddling the world on the fi-
nancial level, and which may
bring about adverse conse-
quences on available resources
to finance development".

Alongside AlDafa, the inau-
gural session also witnessed a
statement by Muhammad
Ahmad Hawiri, Deputy Minis-
ter in the Yemeni Ministry of
the Planning and Technical Co-
operation- Department of
Economic Studies and Fore-
cast. In his address, Hawiri
praised UN-ESCWA develop-
ment efforts at the service of
member countries, consider-
ing that the second meeting of
the Technical Committee
comes within "exceptional re-
gional and international condi-
tions, which were the succes-
sive crises, beginning with the
food and energy crisis, fol-
lowed by the global financial
crisis that is leaving its traces
on the financing and credit
sectors... this crisis is

Economic Trends and
Impacts, Issue No. 4
Foreign Aid and Develop-
ment in the Arab Region

A comprehensive assess-
ment of the relationship be-
tween foreign aid and devel-
opment in the Arab Region
over the last three decades,
this study defines the major
trends in development assis-
tance to Arab countries, of-
fering a detailed analysis of
the cases of Egypt, Jordan,
Palestine and Yemen. It as-
sesses the connection be-
tween aid and development,
reviews the relationship be-

The Technical Committee

The Technical Committee
was established pursuant
to the decision of the UN-
ESCWA 24th session
(Beirut, 8-11 May 2006).
The aim behind it was to
enhance interaction and
close consultation be-
tween the members of
the Commission and its
secretariat on substantive
development issues. The
sessions of the Technical
Committee are held every
six months, starting Janu-
ary 2008, and its member-
ship comprises high-level
senior officials designated
by the member govern-
ments of the Commission.
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Biodiversity conservation and its sus-
tainable use rely on integrating conser-
vation with economic development and
on ensuring that benefits of biodiversity
are equitably shared. In the Arab region,
biodiversity assessment programmes are
weak or non-existent. Although all Arab

countries, with the exception of Iraq and
Somalia, have ratified the Convention on
Biological Diversity, and initiated nu-
merous activities, more concerted ef-
forts are needed to establish an integrat-
ed approach to biodiversity conserva-
tion, ecosystem management and pro-

tected areas in order to ensure the con-
servation of species, ecosystems and the
genetic resources of the region.

The rich and diversified genetic her-
itage of the region is highly endangered.
Available data show that the total number
of known animal species in the Arab re-
gion was 13,164 in 2006, 5 per cent of
which are threatened with extinction.At a
species level, 9 per cent of mammals, 3
per cent of birds, 5 per cent of reptiles, 4
per cent of amphibians and 8 per cent of
fish species are threatened, as illustrated in
figure 2.7.4. The trends in biodiversity
loss in the Arab region are alarming; the
number of birds and reptiles species
threatened with extinction doubled be-
tween 2002 and 2006, and the number of
fish species increased 14 times. Such
trends can be attributed to a combination
of factors that exhibit cascade effects, in-
cluding land use, climate change, invasive
species, overexploitation, pollution, de-
struction and fragmentation of ecosystems
resulting from wars, construction proj-
ects, industrial pollution and oil spills.
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tween development aid and
economic growth, and iden-
tifies social development in-
dicators in Arab countries,
concluding with a set of
policy recommendations
aimed at increasing the ef-
fectiveness of development
aid in the region.

Source: The Millennium Development Goals in the Arab Region 2007: A Youth Lens, UN/LAS.

likely to continue in the fore-
seeable future and poses new
challenges that require the in-
ternational community and
active organizations to look
into more stable rules and
mechanisms that could pro-
tect the economies of devel-
oping countries from such
shocks".

The meeting concluded
with a set of recommenda-
tions, including considering
food security as one of the

concerns of UN-ESCWA; in-
tensifying the Commission’s
capacity-building activities;
coordinating with LAS on the
youth-targeted strategy, and
expanding studies on unem-
ployment and youth to in-
clude such angles as liberties
and social security; proposing
to analyze the effect of foreign
investment on employment
and looking into UN-
ESCWA’s role in trade facilita-
tion; expanding the scope of
the program on the impact of

conflict over development to
include the repercussions of
occupation, disasters and
emerging crises, and allow
countries who desire to do so
to benefit of the peaceful co-
existence and social cohesion
project; supporting national
machineries for women; and
asserting the finalization of the
unified text for the multi-
modal transport agreement
among Arab countries, a result
of the cooperation between
UN-ESCWA and LAS.


