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On 15 and 16 January 2008,
a number of experts, intellectu-
als, officials and representatives
of member countries came to
UN-ESCWA upon the invitation
of Executive Secretary, Bader
Omar Al Dafa, to attend a meet-
ing entitled "Fostering Sustain-
able Development through Re-
gional Integration in the Arab
region: A Strategic vision for
2010 - 2020" at the Safir He-
liopolitan Hotel, in Beirut.

The meeting, which is the
second of its kind, was held pur-
suant to the recommendation of
a previous meeting held in Janu-
ary 2006 on "the Role of UN-
ESCWA in serving its member
countries to 2010". The pur-
pose of this meeting was to pro-
vide a forum for deliberating on
current and anticipated chal-
lenges facing Arab states amidst
the ongoing global develop-
ments through the year 2020.

In his inaugural address, Al
Dafa considered that this meet-
ing opens a new phase that ex-
tends until 2020, and focused on
UN-ESCWA's role as a medium
between its member countries
and the international communi-
ty. Al Dafa said:

“UN-ESCWA is a region-
al arm of the United Na-
tions. It has a dual role: on
one hand, it transfers inter-
national progress and
sound practices and experi-
ences in sustainable devel-
opment to member coun-
tries. On the other hand,
UN-ESCWA strives to
transmit the expectations
and concerns of member
countries to the interna-
tional community, in the
context of formulating an
international agenda for
development work”.

Over seven continuous ses-
sions, specialists discussed key
issues, such as salient develop-
ment issues on the global and
regional agendas that bear di-
rect relevance to the future of
the Arab region; including sus-
tainable development, south-
south cooperation, informa-
tion society, climate change
and diverse socio-economic is-
sues of concern to the region.

The results of the discussion
will guide the future work of
UN-ESCWA and help in iden-
tifying regional priorities and
the main concerns of member
states, in line with the princi-
pal issues on the agenda of the
United Nations.

Participants formulated a
set of recommendations that
highlight enhancing commu-
nication between UN-
ESCWA and other UN or-
ganizations on the one hand,
and decision-makers in
member countries on the
other hand; benefiting of en-
ergy and water resources to
achieve sustainable develop-
ment and regional integra-
tion; supporting Arab youth;
developing a future econom-
ic vision in the Arab world;
managing shared water, and
other issues.

UN-EESCWA  
Technical
Committee
Holds  its  First
Meeting

At  the  Service  of
Member  Countries

The first meeting of the UN-
ESCWA Technical Committee,
established pursuant to the de-
cision of UN-ESCWA at its
twenty-fourth ministerial ses-
sion in 2006 was also held on
16-17 January at the Safir He-
liopolitan Hotel.

Participants discussed the
preparations for the UN-
ESCWA twenty-fifth ministeri-
al session which might be held
in May 2008, and agreed on the
adoption, in principle, of the
proposed strategic framework
for the biennium 2010-2011.

The Technical Committee
was established with the aim of
enhancing interaction and close
consultation between the mem-
bers of the Commission and its
secretariat on substantive devel-
opment issues. Its membership
comprises concerned senior of-
ficials from member countries.
The sessions of the Technical
Committee shall be held every
six months, starting January
2008.

The Technical Committee
has the following functions: To
advise and assist the secretariat
in drawing up proposals for the
strategic framework, the pro-
gramme of work and priorities,
consistent with the mandates
and guidance provided by the
Commission; to advise and as-
sist the secretariat in following
up on the implementation of
Commission resolutions and
any other outstanding matters
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The Second Social Policy Report was the subject of a one day ex-
pert group meeting on 17 January 2008, in Amman, Jordan. Orga-
nized by UN-ESCWA, the meeting was an opportunity to get feed-
back on the subject from eminent regional and international ex-
perts. Discussions focused on the conceptual strengths of the report
and on the appeal of the concept of Integrated Social Policy and of
the report itself to policy makers in the region.

While noting the challenges specific to the UN-ESCWA region-
political instability, pressures of macro-economic policies on nation-
al governments, a weak civil society-the meeting stressed the regu-
latory role of the state and the importance of social observatories
and social and economic councils as independent monitoring bodies.
The meeting also delved into specific suggestions for refining the ap-
proach and scope of the report and for identifying the necessary as-
pects for an enabling environment that could support an integrated
social policy approach.

More information and details of the meeting will be available on
the website shortly:
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum =631E 

UN-ESCWA region is rich in oil and gas resources, representing
in 2005 some 51% of world oil resources and 25% of world natural
gas resources.The region is largely characterized by arid land, with
more than 70% of it categorized as arid. Cultivated land represents,
on the other hand, a mere 4.5% of total land in this region, com-
pared to the world average of 11.7% in 2002.

Source: Compendium of Environment Statistics in the ESCWA
region, issued by UN-ESCWA, March 2007.
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that require action; to advise
and assist the secretariat in fol-
lowing up the implementation
of the programme of work and
activities of the Commission, in-
cluding the mobilization of
extra-budgetary resources to
support their implementation;
to assist the secretariat in identi-
fying emerging economic and
social issues and other relevant

priority issues for incorporation
into the provisional agendas of
the Commission sessions and
the subsidiary intergovernmen-
tal Committees before finaliza-
tion, and with due consideration
to the Rules of Procedure of
UN-ESCWA; and to carry out
any other tasks entrusted to it
by the Commission.


