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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
DISCUSSES E-GOVERNMENT

ISSUES

ESCWA Executive Secre-
tary Bader AlDafa took part in
the first GCC e-Government
conference organized by the
Information Technology Au-
thority (ITA) in Oman. He told
the gathering that the digital
divide was still a hurdle to de-
velopment in Western Asia, a
region with significant developmental potentials that could be tapped
to build the information society.

The meeting brought together representatives of concerned UN
bodies, such as the Division for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA),
heads of GCC e-Government bodies and programs and ICT experts
from all over the world. The meeting dealt with several issues con-
cerning the future of e-Government in GCC countries, cooperation
opportunities to enhance the level of e-Government services and the
use of international expertise to boost the IT sector.

In the opening session, AlDafa said ESCWA will follow-up on the
resolutions of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS). The
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Commission will continue to exert efforts towards the implementa-
tion of the regional and strategic Arab ICT plan of action to build
an integrated information society. The Executive Secretary defined
four points through which ESCWA is working to achieve this goal:
responding to the needs of the region through international reso-
lutions, working with member countries to establish ICT policies
and develop relevant indicators that help strategic decision-making
to pinpoint priority issues in public policies, ensuring the right envi-
ronment and implementing field projects in the ESCWA region. The
Commission lends support to the development of e-services, namely
the e-Government applications, in order to increase and facilitate in-
teractions between citizens and the State.

Statements in the opening session were delivered by Chairman
of the Oman’s Information Technology Authority Muhammad Al
Khusaibi and GCC Assistant Secretary General for Economic Affairs
Muhammad Al Mazroo’i. There were also presentations delivered
by Chief Executive Officer of IDA International in Singapore, Seah
Chin Siong, who spoke of the future of e-Government, and chief ex-
ccutive of Oman’s Information Technology Authority, Salim Sultan
Al Ruzaiqi, who spoke of his country’s achievements and relevant
future plans.

The conference was coupled with the launch of the first GCC
c-Government award, which is designed to encourage pioneer e-
projects and create an environment conducive to innovation, cre-

ativity and electronic progress. m



UN-ESCWA Weekly News

REGIONAL INTEGRATION THROUGH ENERGY

ESCWA organized an expert group meeting on “The Role of En-
ergy Networks in Regional Integration,” at the UN House, Beirut,
on 22-23 December 2009.

Over forty experts participated in the meeting, from relevant
expert institutions, the League of Arab States (LAS), electricity
authorities and institutions in the region, in addition to Arab and

European experts in fields relevant to the meeting’s agenda.

Issues examined during the meeting included the importance
of regional cooperation in clectric and gas power networks, and
their role in preserving the environment and dealing with climate
change, said the Chief of the Energy Section in the Sustainable De-
velopment and Productivity Division Walid Deghaili. The meeting
reviewed the current status and future plans of electric and gas net-
works, whether inside the region or with neighboring networks,
barriers to regional integration in these areas, legal and institution-
al frameworks to surpass those barriers and empower energy net-
works to achieve regional integration, he added. It also presented
an opportunity to examine national reports on energy networks,

available capacities and future plans.

Participants made several recommendations to ESCWA mem-
ber countries and relevant electrical authorities, as well as to the
regional commission, the LAS and specialized Arab and regional

organizations. [
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